Overarching Assessment for Modules 9 – 12

	
	Question
	Agree
	Disagree
	Don’t Know

	1
	The result of science is to find truth.
	
	
	

	2
	The result of a civil trial is to find truth.
	
	
	

	3
	The jury is representative of the mores and ethics of the general population.
	
	
	

	4
	The burden of proof science vs. civil trial
	
	
	

	5
	Preponderance of the evidence vs. truth
	
	
	

	6
	Judges serve as impartial arbiters
	

	
	

	7
	Past acceptable standards of practice cannot be judges under current laws
	
	
	

	8
	Woburn plaintiffs were not motivated by potential damage awards
	
	
	

	  9
	Jurors receive information, whereas scientists acquire information
	
	
	

	10
	Presentation of evidence in the Woburn Toxic Trial was lengthy because of the complexity of the materials 
	
	
	

	11
	Precedence science (creates and destroys) vs. law (follows)
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	


Pre & Post Testing
Overarching Themes

I. Science and law – similar attributes but work differently (Venn Diagram or Column Comparison)
Attributes: precedence, standard of the practice (burden of proof), reproducibility, time to reach decision (conclusion), composition of the decision makers (lay vs. experts), type of learning (active vs. passive), nature of the acquisition of information, 
- Which if these do you consider the most important and why?
II. Science as a subset of things that affected the outcome of the Woburn Toxic Trial 

Rank each of the following factors from most important to least importantin their impact on the outcome of a civil trial.

in terms of how the outcome of a trial is  

1. hot button – nature of the complaint and alleged harm
2. eliciting empathy for plaintiff or defendant

3. use of technical language


4. clarity and accuracy of graphical displays


5. communication of scientific concepts


6. believability of witnesses


7. demeanor of witnesses and attorneys

8. perception of uncertainty and errors in expert testimony

III. How science affects laws and regulations

