JURISTS NEEDED - Are you tired of being evaluated and graded?  Would you enjoy watching other students squirm under the pressure of cross examination?  Would you relish the chance to judge others?  If you answered yes to any of these questions, consider being one of eight jurists in the mock trial of Anne Anderson et al. versus W.R. Grace et al. to be held in the Moot Courtroom at the Moritz Law School on Tuesday, June 1st.   

The trial is the culmination of nine weeks of scientific and trial preparation in the honors course Earth Sciences 451H - Science in the Courtroom.  Students serve as the expert witnesses for the plaintiffs and the defendants while law students serve as their attorneys.  The real 1986 federal trial involved the alleged improper disposal of toxic hazardous wastes at a manufacturing plant owned by W.R. Grace and a tannery owned by Beatrice Foods.  The toxic chemicals at these two sites allegedly seeped into the soil, reached the water table, flowed to two municipal wells that supplied a small neighborhood in Woburn, Massachusetts, and led to severe health problems including the deaths of five children from leukemia.  (In 1999, John Travolta, Kathleen Quinlan, and Robert Duvall starred in the movie version of the story released by Touchstone Pictures.)

If you are interested in witnessing how the American legal system operates from the viewpoint of the jury box, if you can maintain your attention span for hours at a time on overcooked coffee, stale donuts, and dried-out pizza, and if you are available to participate (continuously) from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm on Saturday, June 1st, please contact Professor Scott Bair for details at bair.1@osu.edu or at 292-6197. 

