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Leukemia trial

Pinder calls testifying
‘exhaustive,exhausting’

Hy DAN KENNEDY

BOSTON — Dr. George
Pinder, a nalionally known
hydrogeolugist who testified for
the plaintiffs in the Woburn
leukemia lrial, expressed
salisfaction Thursday that he
had been able to make his case
tos bhe fury.

Calling his 1! days on the
witness sland an “exhaustive
anidl exhausling experience,””
Pinder said he did net believe
his testimony had been weaken-
ed rluring ¢ross examinalion.

For eight days, lawyers lor
the defendants, W.R. Grace &
Co. and Beatrice Foods Co,
challeuged Pinder’s contention
that chemical contaminanis
dumped on company property
pelluted two imunicipal wells in
East Wolwrn.

On Thursday, at the conelu-
sion of his lestimony, Pinder,
chairman of the geology
departmenl al Princelon Uni-
versily, spoke Lo reperters out-
side the courtroom at U.S.
Distriel Courl,

1 think the major issues were
laid out ciearly,” he said, I
don’t hink the cross examina-
tion thy Deatrice and Grace

lawyersy really contradicted
anything [ laid out at the
outsef.”

Perhaps the most important
challenge defense attorneys
made was Lheir contention that
the Aberjona River, rather than
chemicals dumped on company
property, contaminated wells G
and H, which were closed in 1979
after 15 years of use.

Defense - lawyers argued it
was more logical thal the river
fad the wells, which are on the
east bank of the river, and not
the Beatrice and Grace proper-
ties, which are much further
from the wetls.

The Beatrice property is 600
feet southwest of the wells while
Grace's land is 2,400 feet to the
northeast.

The defense added iu.. Aber-
jena River has a history of in-
dustrial contarnination dating
back t the eariy 1900s

But Pinder countered water
did not flow from the river into
the welis. Mbcause of the river's
relatively impermeable peat
bottom and because the
groundwater table thal he be-

lieves fed the wells is higher in
elevation than the river.

On Wednesday, Grace al-
torney Sandra Lynch told
reporters a witness retained by
Grace will offer proof Lhat fully
hall the water that feeds welis G
and H comes directly from the
river.

RBut Pinder told reporters he is
satisified his explanation is cor-
rect.

“1 thirk there's only one truth
— and [ think T know what that
truthis,’ he said.

Pinder also ollered his
assessments of attorneys
Jerome Facher of the Boston
firm Hale and Dorr, who cross
examined him on behalf of
Reatrice, and of Michael
Kealing of the Boston firm
Foley, Hong & Lliot, repre-
senting Grace.

Facher cress cxamined
Pinder for %'z days and
Kealing's cross examination of
Pinder lasted another 2% days.

‘““5ome people find him
{Facher) abrasive,”” Pinder
said. “He deesn't grind on me.
Mr. Keating is more direct and
more precise. Bul he doesn't
grind on me either.

“1 was maore relaxed with the
judge (Walter Jay Skinner}),
hecause when he asked me a
question it was because he
wanled {o know, When Mr.
Facher and Mr. Keating asked a
guestion it was not because they
wanted to know."™

Pinder said evaloating the
aguifer was an  “enormous’
lask consisling of lhousands of

measurements and calcula-
Linns.
“You can be sure they

{defense lawyers) have checked
every single one. And the only
ones they found Lhal were wrong
were the ones Mr. Facher
screwed up,” I'inder said.

{Pinder was relerring to
water lable measurements that
Facher contended proved
groundwaler on Bealrice prop-
erty MNows away [rom welis
and H. Facher later realized the
figitres were wrong, although he
still believes the groundwater
does not flow loward the welis, )

The plajuliffs, cight Kasl
Waoburn familics, say chemicals
dumped on Grace and Beatrice
lamd  pelluted {heir  drinking
waler, resulling the leukemnia
deaths ol {ive children and one
adult and (he illnesses of two
olhers.

The defendants counler Lhal
not only did they notl pollute the
wells, bul that ¢cven if they did,
the chemicals named in the
lawsuit do not cause lenkemia.

On Thursday, Pinder's final
day of teslimony, Facher and
Keating conducted a brief re-

cross  examination. Neither
lawyer raised any substantially
new issucs, inslead reiteraling
arguments they first made in
cross exantnation,

The trad will resume next
Wednesdny . Testifying will be
John Drobinski of Weston
Geophysical Corp. of
Weslhorough, Lhe firm retained
by Lhe plainliffs to sludy con-
lamination at the Beatrice and
Grace sites.

Drobinski will Llestify on Lhe
Graee site, having already
lestiflied on Beatrice's property.

The properiies named in Lhe
lawsuil are {irace’s Cryovac
manufacturing plant, 369
Washinglon 5L, and the Riley
Leather Co. tannery, 228 Salem
St

Reatrice owned e Ritey lan-
nery Teprn 1978 Lo 1983 il re
tains lepal hiability,
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