Toxic .
Trial
Expert
says two

companies

polluted
G &H

wells

By MARK SULLIVAN

BOSTON — In a couriroom
session lhat sometimes
redemhled a scicnce fair, a
Princeton professor showed
jurors in the Anderson vs W, N
Grace leukemia trial vesterday
how chemical wastes could have
traveled from two Woburn in-
dustrial =ites ta & pawr of
municipal wells,

Alded by disgrians and 4
homemade “'experiment
featuring a fish tank, a gaion i
water, sponpes and g ol tesi
lube [ilied witk bluc pk  Dr.
George  Pinder  de tuoustialen
how contanminams domp.d at
lhe Cryovac gplan: on
Washinglon Street amd a2
Salem Street tannery  wotld
have liowed thirough the greund
and eventually tu:itted the wells.

Pinder, the star witness for
the eight Kast Woburn families
who are the plaintiffs in the
case, testinied under questioning
by the plaintiffs’ chiel attorney
that, in his opintony contami
nants now found at the well field
did indeed originate at the
Cryovac and tannery sites.

The indust:ial sites are owned
by two huge corporations -~ the
Cryovac plant by W, K. Grace &
Co , the {ormer Riley Tannery
by Beatrice Foods.

Anderson vs. W. K. (Grace in-
volves a claimm by the eight
Woburn families that cherieal
solvents dumped at the lwo
plants during the 19605 and '70's
contatminaled a pair of
municipal wells, which were
closed in 1979 after 15 years of
use.

The contamination caused the
leukemia deaths of five children
and one adull and the ifincsses
of two other children, the fami-
lies contend.

Pinder, a renowned
hydrogeologist and chairman of
the c¢ivil engineering depart-
ment at Frincelen, told plain-
s’ attorney Jan Schlichtmann
he felt “some” ot five Ioxic
chemicals Upresently in the well
site originated al Bealrice, "

He pointed to the fact that
groundwater gradients during a
December 1983 pump lest were
“from Beatriee' 1o one of the
wells, Woli Gl

"1 bLelieve gontaminants  at
times of (the wells'y pumping
have moved {rom the Bealrice
sile to the well field site. " said
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L ]
® Pinder
Pinder. 1t {ock "“less than o
year's time”" he said, Ior the
chemicals to flow from the tan-
nery 1o the wells — a distanee of
soIne G0 e,

Pinder also lestihed he lelt
“eontaminams atl the Grace site
reached thewell ficld, ”

e said the chemicals reached
the wells fom the Cryovae plant
— some 2,400 {eet away ap:
proximately three years after

tContinaed froam Page One)

being inleodueed 1o the subsur
fawe

Pinder, pointer in hand, ge
nitlly explained his exhibits te
the jury as if he were conducling
acollege lncture,

Onoe, when the scientis
began Lo offer s uniequeste
apimion 1, 5 District Cour
Judgs Walter Jay SKinmer
good-naturedly recondel him
he was not 1o the glassrmem
tand to) please stick fo the gues
tion."”

Pinder used  osaal aids b
Ahowe hirw the flow of condami
nants through grouandwaier can
e accutalely cha) ted

One, g homemade “experi
monl’” featuring a plastic con
lainer of water, a plass case
sponges and a tube of ink, dem
onstrated hinw “cantamination’
coubd  be dispersed througl
“gnil "

The nk centaminant” ane
“rain' from the water containet
were drippecl into the tank onte
a glanted sponge, which was el
sit fur a time, Checked after the
mid-day recess, the sponge wa.
seen to have & curved blue star
runping down from where the
ink tied dripped and asross o
thr angle of Ly

Annther exhibit, a plastic o
angle fitted with hanging rods< !
its three poinds ancd mounter nl
an angle on a camera tripod
was tzmed by Pinder tyshow how
the direction of groundswter
flow is caleulated.

The rodls hangiag feome the
tiled trianguia:s pline repre
sented different water levels
the heights of which determine
the “slope™ al which water ix
the fietd betweri thern will fow
Household cream  paured by
Pinder onto the triongle — a
dilfcrent places -— was seen L
always flow in the directior
defined by the three points,

Further demansirations by
I'inder are plarned for tnday.



	Page 1

