Text for the exhibition:    ___________________________________________________​​

Exhibition Introduction:

· Up to 150 words

· Introduces the unifying theme—or ‘big idea’—of the exhibit

· Orients the viewer to the exhibition and what they will see and learn

Example:

Object ID: The Object ID will appear with the Object Caption on the label you create. (Provide information if it is available. Certain information about the objects may not be attainable.)

Format: 
Object Name or Title
Maker, era/date

Location of manufacture or discovery

Current Location

Image Source

Example:


Object Captions

· Up to 75 words, including identification

· Include Object ID and Object Caption on the label (see example)

· Captions should refer to something we can see: what am I looking at?

· Captions should tell us why this object is important: why am I looking at this? 

· Captions should connect this object to a bigger idea: what is the significance of this object?

· Captions should be ‘active, concrete, clear, and concise’

Example (ID and Caption) for this image:

[image: image1.jpg]




Title: The Imperial Body: Representation of Physical Appearance in the Principate





Introduction:


The physical appearances of Rome’s emperors are unexpectedly difficult to pin down.  Though we possess descriptions of several emperors and images of many more, the details of these representations can be misleading.  Imperial portraiture may be idealized in various ways, and written descriptions were often drawn from these portraits or from physiognomic theory rather than from any firsthand knowledge of appearance.  What, then, do we gain from these representations?





While we may not know what the emperors looked like, we can discern from physical representations how they imagined and presented themselves, and what others thought of them.  This exhibit reveals patterns in portraiture that let us see through the imperial body and into the imperial mind.





Marble Portrait Bust of Caracalla in Military Garb �ca. 215 C.E. 


Berlin, Pergamon Museum


vroma image collection








Marble Portrait Bust of Caracalla in Military Garb �ca. 215 C.E. 


Berlin, Pergamon Museum


vroma image collection





The furrowed brow and X-shaped facial pattern of this bust is typical of Caracalla’s portraiture.  After the disaster of Elegabalus and Alexander Severus, subsequent emperors adopted this expression for their own portraiture in an attempt to gain the support of the armies by associating themselves with the famously popular Caracalla.











� Beverly Serrell, Exhibit Labels: An Interpretive Approach (Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 1996), p. 26
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