Writing Exercise

Interpretation of an Ancient Statue

Below is a link to an image of a fragmentary ancient Greek bronze statue.  It was discovered by chance in 2004 when a fisherman off the coast of the island of Kythnos pulled it up in his nets.  Presumably the statue was part of a cargo lost in a shipwreck.  The statue is still being conserved and has not been properly published yet, but the preliminary assessment by scholars is that this is a statue of an athlete.

Write a 1-3 page paper in which you argue in support of this identification, and in particular explain what you think this statue originally represented the athlete doing.  Your paper should include:

1) a careful, detailed description of the statue itself,

2) an explanation of how you would restore the missing parts, and

3) support for your identification through careful comparison with other images of athletes that you find in Ancient Greek Athletics.

A photograph of the statue was published by the Kathimerini newspaper on October 20, 2004.

Here is the URL for the article, where you may find the photograph: http://www.ekathimerini.com/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_2_20/10/2004_48589
