Assignment 2: 
Placing the US Census in its Historical and Social Context

The United States census has been carried out every ten years since 1790. An accurate count of the number of people populating a country is important for many reasons.  In the U.S., census figures decide how seats are reapportioned in Congress, how electoral votes are divvied up, where government funding is directed, and where to build roads and public facilities. Studying the census over time, however, reveals interesting changes in how social concepts and categories are conceptualized and measured. The 2000 census, for example, was the first census where citizens were able to check more than one box concerning their racial identity.
In this assignment you will explore the ways in which the U.S. census has changed over time. There are two parts. The first part has you working in groups of four to five people to explore the United States Census as it relates to one of the following topics:
1.  Sex & Gender:  Explore the ways in which the census has measured sex. Have all women always been counted? If so, which groups of women? Do we need to change how we count sex? 
· Presentation date on February 12

2. Stratification, Class, and Inequality: Explore one of the ways in which the census counts disenfranchised communities (e.g. the homeless, people living in poverty, prisoners, etc.).  What impact does an undercount have on this community?
· Presentation date on February 17

3. Race and Ethnicity: Explore the ways in which race is measured by the census.  Which racial groups were initially counted?  What changes have occurred over time? 
· Presentation date on February 22

4. Families:  Explore the ways in which family relationships are measured by the census.  How did the census once identify the “head of the household”? What changes have occurred over time?
· Presentation date on February 26

5. Occupational Status: Explore the ways in which occupation is measured by the census.  Are the occupational categories consistent across time?  If not, what changes have occurred?
· Presentation date on March 3

6. Schools and Education: Explore the ways in which the census measures level of education.  Are the educational categories consistent across time?  If not, what changes have occurred?
· Presentation date on March 8



Together you will conduct a 30 minute in-class presentation about your census topic.  In your presentation, you will be required to:

· Introduce the topic;
· Provide background including how the topic has evolved over the years.  This involves drawing comparisons between the current census with previous censuses or with a single census from another year;
· Provide recommendations, reflections, and questions for the class.
You are also expected to develop discussion around TWO readings related to your topic. One reading is already assigned to the class.  Your group is responsible for locating a second reading, which must be an academic piece such as a journal article or book chapter. You are also encouraged to supplement your presentation with a pamphlet, newspaper or magazine article about the census. In order to be posted on E-reserve, your reading must be submitted to me one week prior to your presentation. The presentation portion of this assignment is worth 15% of your class grade.
The second part of this assignment involves developing and adding material to the Gould Library’s census exhibit. Each member of your group will be individually required to find a historical object produced by the Census Bureau, such as an illustration, chart, graph, or advertisement. The object will relate to your topic, and you will produce the accompanying text in order to make it ready for display. The text will include the following:
· Identifying label: this is the basic information about the visual. It includes the title of the illustration, the author of the source (book, article, etc), and the plate or illustration number.

· Descriptive text: also called the “object label”, this is a short (250 words or less) description of the illustration. It tells us what the object is, its significance, and what it tells us about the census. 
Please note that the Serrell readings – “Types of Labels in Exhibitions” and “Writing Visitor-Friendly Labels” will be helpful for writing your identifying label and descriptive text.
You may also decide to develop a group exhibit around your topic. If so, then in addition to developing an identifying label and descriptive text, you will also need to write a group label that tells a story about what the group of visuals is about. 
The library part of the assignment is worth 10% of your class grade and it is due one-week after your presentation.  Please note, however, that the final presentation group - “The U.S. Census and Level of Education” - is required to submit their individual objects, identifying label, and descriptive text by March 5, 2010.  Two copies of the material will be submitted – one copy will be submitted to me and a second copy will be submitted to Margaret Pezalla-Granlund, Carleton’s Curator of Library Art & Exhibitions.  
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In 1920, more Chicago
Chinese worked in laundries
than anywhere else except
restaurants. Much of the work
was by hand, using stove-
heated irons, foot-treadle
sewing machines, and brown
paper wrappers for bundles of

shirts.

The background photograph
comes from the Toy Gow
Laundry, Benton Harbor,
Michigan. 1930s.




