Sample assignments:
1.
[image: ]
In 109a-114e of the Phaedo, Socrates presents to his pupils the myth of the afterlife.
Draw, as a short comic strip, the story Socrates gives of various dwelling places for the living and the dead. Then, briefly, answer the following questions: 
*What are the forms of material existence that Plato assigns to the souls of different character? 
*If he claims that we can only see the hollow in which we are living, his conclusion about the upper regions is a speculation (it is a myth he is retelling). The picture he gives in the myth has its foundation in his view of the Forms (and thus his view of the truth).  What are the connections between Plato’s statements on the soul’s existence and his inference concerning the appearance of the afterlife? The Forms are immaterial as we know, but if you were to visually represent the world of forms in the universe of the myth of the afterlife, where would you place them? 
You will not be graded on the quality of your drawings, but on the conceptual merits of your representation.







2.
[image: ]2. [image: ][image: ]
How can you explain the differences between three different sets of illustrations of the “Inferno” from the point of view of the changing philosophical paradigms concerning the self and the world?
The illustrations have to be from three different centuries (for example, Boticelli’s, Dore’s and Dali’s), you will have to provide a description of each background philosophical worldview and then explain how the style of representations of Dante’s story reflects these views. You may want to compare and contrast the three views before concentrating on the explanation of the differences in the illustrations.










3.
[image: ] [image: ]
How does Descartes visualize mental representations and the relationship between the mental and the physical? How does this compare to Aristotle’s view of the unifying non-extended organ by which we unify sense-data? In Descartes’ picture, he visualizes our perception of primary qualities (such as length). Draw how Descartes and Aristotle would represent a complex perception of secondary qualities (say of white and sweet sugar).  What is your view of the relation between the mental and the physical?


4.  
[image: ] 
If you know how to do 3-d animation, draw 2d a scheme of your left hand and explain how Kant’s argument from chirality works by animating how it can be mirrored upon your right hand.
If you do not know how to do 3-d animation, make a paper model that would demonstrate Kant’s reasoning.
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