RELG 238 The Sacred Body
Spring 2012
Prof. Kristin Bloomer

In-class and Extra-Credit Assignments
May 18, 2012
Photographing the Social Body: 
Malian Portraiture from the Studio to the Street

Summary: 
Required: Pick an image from the exhibition and examine it. What is the body and the overall image telling you? Extra credit: Create a character study. Or write about the body’s performative display. 

In-class exercise (required): 
DUE: by day’s end (or Monday, if you need more time) to kbloomer@carleton.edu (scan hand-written notes or type them)
Adopt a Photograph: Observational Exercise
As you know from our work with dance performances earlier this term, the first step toward interpreting a visual artifact, and to using it as evidence in an argument, is to look long and carefully. 
Choose a photo that for some reason speaks to you. Now analyze all of its aspects, including subject matter, background and accessories, composition, scale, viewpoint.  Translate the image into words. Consider how these images and their composition “make meaning” for you.

Extra-Credit exercise:
DUE: Wed., May 23, printed, in class and sent to kbloomer@carleton.edu.
Option A: Adopt a Photograph: Fictional Character Study Write a two-to-three-page story or character study incorporating your photo and your knowledge from the readings (and/or from additional, personal knowledge) about Mali at the time of the created image. Here the point is to be creative using what you’ve learned via readings about the photographic experience in Africa—why and how people have photos taken of themselves, how they use these photos, and how others use them. You can also simply use your imagination. This exercise and the next should also heighten your awareness of writing for different audiences, melding playfulness and seriousness. You can write in the voice of the character, or another’s.

Option B: Adopt a Photograph: Analysis Exercise Write a two-to-three-page paper in the style of a (very short) scholarly article about the “social body” in your photo and its context. Rely on readings from the term thus far, particularly those of Candace Keller, Allison Moore, and Judith Butler. You may choose to focus on performativity, style, communication, gender, structure, intentionality, or any another useful topic of analysis.
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