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FREN 362 / TRANSNATIONAL WRITERS OF QUEBEC

SPRING 2011

STEPHANIE COX / CARLETON COLLEGE

COURSE OBJECTIVES

What does is transnationalism mean in Literature? Is it a consequence of globalization, as the Social Sciences would have it? Is Transnational Studies a new term to replace Postcolonial Studies? How does the Canada’s multiculturalism differ from Quebec’s interculturalism? Does this impact the integration of Immigrant Writing in the literary canons? How does the Canadian socio-political context differ from that of the US or France? 

In the 1980s, another term immerged: transculture. Vice Versa, a literary magazine published in Montreal, was the burgeoning center for literary experimentation among Immigrant Writers for 14 years. What are the implications of the travel of this term from Fernando Ortiz’ Cuba? We will discuss why Quebec was an appropriate stage, Montreal especially, for new types of discourses?   

In this course, we will read, examine and analyze the creative works of artists whose identity is a composite and whose works dwells on the philosophical and psychological experience of what Régine Robin calls the «hors-lieu», a no-man’s-land, a problematic space which one inhabits after having immigrated. However, Canada’s rich cultural heritage and artistic narratives show us that immigrants are not the first to showcase this type of exile. In fact, today’s debate on the role of Immigrant Writing within Quebec «National» Literature forces a comparative look at ethnic and cultural communities who know a similar experience of identity fragmentation, marginalization and existential exile. Therefore, in our discussion of the transnational, we will look beyond Quebec’s geo-political borders to include artists from Canada’s First Nations and Métis people as well as immigrants from Asia, Italy, Haiti along with several Anglo-Canadians and a Franco-Ontarian poet. We will also see a young Franco-Québécois writer’s notable contribution to «de-centering» the binary notion of us/other.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

We will meet three times a week and sometimes either outside of class time to watch a film or plan group viewings. Come to class prepared to discuss the readings assigned. There will be biweekly questions posted on the Moodle Forum to respond to before class, which will enable to push our class discussion further along. Sometimes the Forum question will vary from an analysis, reading comprehension, to a short essay question. Alternating with the Forum prompt, you will also write biweekly thinking papers, one page reflective exercise responding to a prompt posted on the Moodle syllabus. You will work with a small group of students on one topic for a list of topics below. If you choose a topic related to a guest speaker, your project will also include recording an interview. Your project will be presented in class, each group member presenting for up to10 minutes. Your presentation will include visual aid and a handout (primarily an outline of presentation, different from the visual aid). The presentation will take place during the unit of the topic, except for speaker visits to allow time for interviews to be conducted and recorded.

Student group projects & individual class presentations

- David Garneau and the Métis renaissance – exhibit labels, interview video-podcast

- 2fik and the performance of identity – interview video-podcast

- First Nations, the Indian Acts

- The Oka Crisis of 1990 (Mohawks vs. the city of Chateaugay)
- Vice Versa and l’écriture migrante (context for Immigrant Writing)

- «disoriented» writers: Quebec Asian-Canadian writers / Ying Chen, Ook Chung, Kim Thuy

- Anglo-Montreal / Neil Smith

- Nicolas Dickner, magnetic orientation in Nikolski

EVALUATION
20% 
thinking papers (x4, one page)
5% 
reading quizzes
20% 
group project & presentation 
5% 
guided discussion 
15% 
class participation
10% 
online Forum (x4)
20% 
paper (reflective/ analysis/ creative)

CAMPUS EVENTS PLANNED FOR COURSE: Visual representations of cultural Hybridity.
This course will be supplemented by two campus events in order to expand our search of the transnational into Visual Arts. 

1) April 11-13, «Métis/sage: Visualizing Hybridity» -- Canadian Métis artist David Garneau, will tell us about the Métis cultural renaissance made possible through the production of artistic narratives. His works will be exhibit in Gould Library’s gallery spaces. Students in this course will provide the context and analysis by creating the labels and filming video podcasts of individual interviews with artist. We will take advantage of this event to connect and discuss with the local community: high school students and teachers, local artists, and students and faculty of Carleton and other colleges and universities.

2) May 3-6, «Transnational, Transcultural, Transgender Performances of Identity» -- 2fik, Franco-Moroccan performance artist from Montreal will be joined by Denis Provencher, Professor of French at the University of Maryland-Baltimore for a joint talk and class visits. 

Because transnational hybridity is compounded with the question of sexual identity, this course will use this event as another unit to explore the meanings of the transnational and the transcultural through the issues of transgender. 

Wednesday, May 4
2fik class visit to FREN 362



Student interviews with 2fik
Friday, May 6 

12:30am - Joint course: PSYC 224 (Psychology of Gender), RELG 
281 (Art, Religion and Globalization) and FREN 362 (Transnational Writers of Quebec)
Friday, May 6 

3pm – student interviews with Denis Provencher

6pm – campus talk, co-sponsored by the Gender and Sexuality 
Center
READING LIST (alphabetical order)

books

- Chen, Ying. Le Mangeur. Montréal: Boréal, 2006.

- Dickner, Nicolas. Nikolski. Québec: Alto, 2005.

- Gatti, Maurizio. Littérature amérindienne du Québec. Bibliothèque québécoise, 2009.

- Thuy, Kim. Ru, Montréal: Libre Expression, 2009.

Course reader (essays, articles and exerpts)


- Caccia, Fulvio (Ed.) Transculture et Vice Versa. Tryptique, 2010. (introduction)

- Chen, Ying. «Entre la fin et la naissance» Quatre mille marches, Boréal, 2004. (essay)

- Chung, Ook. «La leçon d’orientation», Contes butô. Boréal, 2008. «La cage de verre» 

Nouvelles orientales et désorientées, L’Hexagone, 1994.

(short stories)

- Garneau, David. «Contemporary Métis Art: Prophetic Obligation and the Individual  Talent» (conference paper)

- Huston, Nancy. «Traduttore non è traditore» Pour une littérature-monde. Michel Le 

Bris et Jean Rouaud (Eds.) Gallimard, 2007. (essay)

- Laferrière, Dany. Je suis un écrivain japonais. Boréal, 2009. (exerpt of novel)

- Robin, Régine. «Une dissonance inquiète» Liberté, 51 (December 2009), 58-87.


- Moser, Walter. «Transculturation: Métamorphose d’un concept migrateur» Transculture 

et Vice Versa. Tryptique, 2010.

- Sing, Pamela. «J’vous dijis enne cho’, là: Translating Oral Michif French into Written 

English» Québec Studies, Vol. 50 (Fall 2010/Winter 2011): 57-80.

- Smith, Neil. «Protéine vert fluo» Big Bang. Les Allusifs, 2007: 33-59. (short story, French translation)

SPRING TERM COURSE PROGRAM

WEEK 1 / March 28-April 1

Monday
Introduction to Québec: history

Wednesday 
Introduction to concepts: transnational, transcultural, multiculturalism, 

interculturalism

discuss: Walter Moser «Transculturation: Métamorphose d’un concept migrateur»

Friday

discuss: «Le Chandail» by Roch Carier (short film based on short story), Neal 

Bissoondath «Selling Illusions» (exerpt)

For Monday: 
Forum 1 – Discussion on «Le Chandail»
WEEK 2 April 4-8 

Monday
First Nations / Presentation on the Indians Acts
discuss: Introction to Littérature amérindienne du Québec by Maurizio Gatti
Wednesday
First Nation fiction & poetry

discussion assignment: Bernard Assiniwi, Jean Désy et Rita Mestokosho, Myra Cree, Sylvie-Anne Sioui-Trudel, Georges Sioui

Friday 

Métis culture


discuss: Pamela Sing «J’vous dijis enne cho’, là: Translating Oral Michif French 

into Written English» and «Louis Riel: a comic-strip biography»
For Monday: 
Fiche 1 – Discussing Les Métis
WEEK 3 / April 11-15

Monday
David Garneau in class, Métis culture and history

discuss: «Contemporary Métis Art: Prophetic Obligation and the Individual  Talent»

Tuesday
Artist Talk in Library Athenaeum

Wednesday
«Rocks at Whiskey Trench» by Alanis Obamsawin (film)

Friday

Presentation on David Garneau’s Métis/sage 

Intro to the Oka Crisis, «Rocks at Whiskey Trench» 
For Monday: 
Forum 2 – BILINGUAL EXHIBIT LABEL ASSIGNMENT

WEEK 4 / April 18-22 / Nomads, pirates and garbage

Monday
Nikolski, Nicolas Dickner (to page 79)
Wednesday
Nikolski, Nicolas Dickner (to page 135)
Friday

Nikolski, Nicolas Dickner (to page 203)
For Monday: 
Fiche 2 – Nikolski
WEEK 5 / April 25-29

Monday
Nikolski, Nicolas Dickner (to page 265)
Wednesday
Nikolski, Nicolas Dickner (to the end)
Friday 

Presentation on Anglo-Montreal

discuss: «Protéine vert fluo», Neil Smith
For Wednesday: 
Forum 3 – Conclusion and analysis of Nikolski
WEEK 6 / May 2-6

Monday 
Term break

Wednesday
2fik in class / Transculture within sexual and religious identity



discuss: photos, article

Friday 

2fik and Denis Provencher, joint class (PSYC, RELG, FREN)

For Monday: 
Fiche 3 – Create 4 characters based on your identities
WEEK 7 / May 9-13 / Montreal

Monday 
Presentation on performances of identity: reflection on the work of 2fik
Wednesday
Immigrant Writing 
discuss: discuss: Fulvio Caccia Transculture et Vice Versa (exerpt), La Québécoite (exerpt) by Régine Robin
Friday

Dany Laferrière



discuss: Comment faire l’amour avec un nègre sans se fatiguer (exerpt)

For Monday: Forum 4 – On the obligation of being a cultural ambassador as immigrant writer
WEEK 8 / May 16-20 

Monday
Presentation on Quebec’s Asian-Canadian writers
Wednesday
Ru, Kim Thuy (to page 55)
Friday

Ru, Kim Thuy (to page 145)
For Monday:
Fiche 4 – The Québécois depicted in Ru
WEEK 9 / May 23-27

Monday
«La leçon d’orientation» and «Le royaume silencieux»  by Ook Chung

Wednesday
Le Mangeur, Ying Chen
Friday

Le Mangeur, Ying Chen
For Wednesday: Final paper

WEEK 10 / May 30-June 1

Monday
«Entre la fin et la naissance», essay by Ying Chen
Wednesday
Course conclusion, discuss paper topics
�
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