HIST 282-00-F11	MASQUERADES IN AFRICA	WILLIS
FINAL PROJECT: Group Assignment – Masquerading Politics Exhibition
 
The current exhibition at the Carleton Gould Library, Masquerading Politics: Gender, Power, and Performance in Southwestern Nigeria, uses images and video of masquerades and of interviews featuring both practitioners and scholars to the practice of masquerading to highlight the similarities and the differences in the involvement of men and women in the practice and in the organizations that govern masquerades, and to showcase a range of masquerade performances themselves.  It introduces general audiences to the rich visual culture, ritual practices, and spiritual values of the Yoruba people, and offers a starting point for understanding the ongoing development of Yoruba culture as it has taken root in the Americas (i.e. Brazil, Cuba, Haiti, and Puerto Rico) since the time of the Atlantic slave trade.   

Because gender is an organizing principle in this exhibition, it places emphasis on the ways in which women both are represented in masquerade performances and shape the practice of masquerade and the broader social (which includes the spiritual), political, and economic spheres of human endeavor.  

For logistical reasons, borrowing actual Egungun or Gelede masks for the Carleton Gould Library exhibition was not possible.  For this project, you will work in groups of three to put together a sequel (or 2.0 version) exhibition to the current show (1.0).  The purpose of this multimedia exhibition is to complement this course, and the Visualities (https://apps.carleton.edu/campus/viz/about/) and Global Engagement Initiatives, aimed to enhancing students’ ability to analyze visual materials and to be more globally engaged (https://apps.carleton.edu/collab/gei/).  You will design an exhibit that focuses on at least one of the following themes: 
1) missionaries as sources of the knowledge of masquerades in the 19th century; 
2) masquerades and politics; 
3) women’s participation (including contributions to the Babaa masquerade and Elesho’s masquerade) and the motif of the bird in performances (alternative, overlapping, and multiple-dimensional discourses on gender); 
4) masquerades and masculinity;
5) Muslims and masquerades
6) another set of themes approved by your professor.  
The exhibit should consider at least one of the Gelede or one of the following Egungun: Oya Arogunmola, Ege, and Owolafe.
You should visit the exhibition in the library and see what images, video, and written materials are included and also study how they are arranged in order to get a sense of one model for organizing an exhibition.  Furthermore, look at UCLA’s Fowler Museum exhibition, Central Nigeria Unmasked: Arts of the Benue River Valley (http://www.fowler.ucla.edu/exhibitions/benue), as another model.   

I.  Your group or team literally will be developing a video and photographs to replace the material that is currently in the exhibition.  Your group will select video clips and photographs from an archive of material available on Moodle.  Your time will use voiceovers, transitions, titles, and subtitles (as well as still shoots if needed) to create a video pertaining to one of the four themes mentioned above.   You will receive in-class training from the PEPS staff in iMovie video editing software on the Friday of weeks 6, 7, and 9.   

II.  Your team also will identify still images or take screen shots from the archive of video clips to be displayed in the exhibit.  Your group is responsible for creating labels for the photo.  You will receive instruction from members of the library staff on how to display these images and labels.  

The PEPS and library staffs will be available for consultations that you schedule with them.   Margaret Pezalla-Granlund <mpezalla@carleton.edu>, Curator of Library Art and Exhibitions, and Aisling Quigley <aquigley@carleton.edu>, Program Associate for the Viz Initiative, will be available to assist you with the exhibition labels and organizing the photographs.  There hours are Tuesdays 3pm - 5pm in the Idea Lab in the Weiz Center.

Guidelines for the project

Your team must divide up responsibilities.  

1) Your team must collectively come up with a name that you agree on and create a rules of collaborative membership agreement.  This provides on opportunity for students to think critically about collaboration.  What are your ground rules for engagement? What has (or has not) worked will in previous group endeavors and how do you aim to ensure that your group has the best chance of success? How do you divide up responsibilities and hold each other accountable in ways that leave all individuals and the group honored? What is unacceptable? These questions can serve as a guide for helping you think about what are you agreeing to when you decide to participate in your group.  Make a list that you collective construct.  This list can become the rules of collaborative membership agreement.  To be a member of your group requires collaboration.  What does that look like?
2) Each person must be involved with the four major components of the group component of the final project: video, images, labels, and the final presentation. 
3) Video must include voiceovers, transitions, titles, and subtitles (as well as still shoots if needed) – all the elements that make up the visual and audio aesthetics of the video is this person’s responsibility.  The video should be between 2 ½ and 4 minutes.
4) Your group is responsible for selecting photographs or using screen grabs (shots) as photographs for your group’s section/subsection of the exhibit.  The group should organize the images in a sequence or order that together make up a narrative. The group should create the individual label each image.  This label should be no more than 75 words.  This person also must design postcard size flyer for each image, using the same image and text created for the wall exhibit.  
5) The group members will collectively create the topic/group label, which introduces the audience to your topic, offering the big idea that you want to convey through your exhibit.  It should both describe and summarize and be for a general audience.  The text should be no more than 200 words.   This group label should also contain an image and a map in addition to the text.  

You should keep in mind the chronological developments, historical context and major themes in the organization of your group’s exhibition.  The goal will be for a general audience to get a clear sense of how scholars and practitioners offer commentary and evidence to support your group’s conclusions about your themes, but also for them to understand the defining characteristics, themes, and in the cultural significance of masquerades among the Yoruba.  You are responsible for providing a rational for the organization of the exhibition.    
The video should be no less than 2 ½ minutes and no more than 4 minutes long and the images should be no less than 3 and no more than 4.  Please keep in mind that there is limited exhibition space.  You will also want to keep in mind the viewing experience and traffic patterns for exhibition visitors.
Please expect to attend celebration during the first week of the winter term for the exhibition.
Criteria for Evaluation
Since this is a group project, everyone in the group will receive the same grade for the project.  Although this project employs technology and a certain amount of design, you will not be evaluated on the aesthetics or technological sophistication of your virtual exhibition.  The most important aspects of the project are the following:
1. Clarity of the organization and ability of the exhibition to convey one or more explanatory narratives.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Quality of the research, as reflected in object selection and accompanying text (wall labels and text panels).
3. Relationship of the content organization with the spatial layout of the exhibition material.  
Individual contribution to group presentation			 5%
Group images and labels and video for final exhibit project	 20%
Individual essay							 5%
Total Grade of Final Project					30%

Below is the timeline for preparing and completing your exhibition project.
Post photographs and video clips to a Moodle Forum on Nov. 2 (week 8).

Comment via the Moodle Forum on the photographs and video clips that others groups post by Nov 4 (week 8).  

Photographs must be selected and ordered by November 4 (week 8).

Video clips must be selected by November 4 (week 8) and edited by November 11 (week 9).

Each group must present its components of the exhibit on November 14.  You must submit your written component of the exhibit on November 16, the last day of class. 

You presentations will be filmed as a record of this exhibit.
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