The Classics 110 
Virtual Museum Project

Now that you have located some resources on your topic by compiling your research report, you will work with your group members to research the area and present the information you find to the rest of the class.  You will do this by creating an exhibit on your topic in a virtual museum, installed in the virtual version of the Carleton gallery available on Google Sketchup.  Your group will give a brief oral presentation (10 minutes) guiding the class through your “exhibit”; the presentations will take place in class on Monday, March 7th and Wednesday, March 9th. Your exhibit should be completed by class time on Monday the 7th.

The Goals: 
· To deepen our understanding of the year 64 CE in Rome
· To reinforce our emerging skills in conducting research in Classics
· To create a lasting monument to your Classics 110 experience
The Product:
· Students will create an exhibit within the Virtual Carleton Gallery.
The Process:
1. Re-read the section on the year 64 from Tacitus' Annals, and think about how your research topic relates to the text.
2. We have provided a “store-room” of objects (on ContentDM) from which to choose the ones you think will best educate your audience about your topic.  You should explore what’s available here, and brainstorm with your group about which you think will make the best combination for your exhibit.
3. Develop an equitable distribution of labor (everyone should do a portion of the research).
4. Collaborate on your research by meeting as a group to compare notes and discussing possible ways to order and organize your exhibit.
5. Produce a preliminary version of your exhibit:
1. The exhibit should be structured around the objects you selected from the store-room to teach your audience about your topic. 
2. You will want to think carefully about the order in which you want your audience to view these objects, their relation to each other and to the space of the virtual gallery, and the textual information viewers will need to make sense of them.
3. You can add walls or platforms to your section of the gallery as needed to accommodate the objects you have chosen.
6. Your exhibit should include:
1. A clear and descriptive title for your section of the museum.
2. Wall text for each of the objects (see guide to creating wall text).
3. A brochure to accompany the exhibit.  This should give both an overview of the topic generally, to give the audience appropriate context for the objects, and fuller text on each item than is possible on the wall. You should aim for a total word count of 2000-2500: (e.g. 300 for each object; 500 for overview/analysis).  We will provide a template to format the brochure if you don’t know how to do this.
4. The brochure should contain a list of your sources, both primary and secondary, as suggestions for those interested in further reading.
7. Test your exhibit and make sure that all objects are displayed to the best possible effect.
The Presentation:
1. Rehearse your presentation and make sure it is under the time limit. Also anticipate questions you may receive from the class.
2. Your final exhibit must be completed by class time on Monday, March 7th.
3. On Monday and Wednesday we will hear polished presentations of your exhibits (10 minutes for the formal presentation, with some time afterwards for answering questions).  You should think of yourselves as museum docents giving a guided tour of the exhibit to the class.  Presentations should include:
1. A brief summary of the content of your exhibit
2. Something you found particularly interesting about one or more of the objects
3. The significance of your topic to Neronian Rome generally.

The Evaluation:
· You will be evaluated as a group.
· You will be evaluated on 
· Your process (you will evaluate your own effort and that of your group members)
· Your product (5.1-3, 6.1-4)
· Your presentation (3.1-3)
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