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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Metadata Project

Your goal in this assignment is to help start building an image collection at Carleton that will allow students who don’t have the opportunity to visit Rome to still do research on the medieval and Renaissance city.  For this assignment you will contribute 3-4 photographs along with the appropriate metadata.  What is metadata?  Metadata is the cataloging information that makes images useful.   It answers the questions:  what is it?  Where is it? When was it made? When was the photo taken?  By whom?  From what angle?  With what technical specifications?  Do I (the viewer) have the right to use this photograph in my own research and/or publications?   Without metadata, your photograph is pretty well useless to others; with metadata it becomes a valuable piece of the record of the Eternal City, available to friends, scholars, and yourself.
In this program you will give several presentations and study several buildings/places/urban forms.  You will undoubtedly take photographs of the district (rione) of Rome that you study and you will choose an element of the urban fabric (steps/fountains/sewers/doorways etc etc) to study throughout the term.  For your own pleasure as well as for the assignment, get in the habit of keeping good records of the metadata for all your photographs, but keep in mind to choose some of the best photographs with the best metadata to submit for this project.
What makes a good photograph for our purposes?
· A well-composed, visually interesting photograph (to the best of your ability)

· A photograph that moves beyond the ‘tourist shot’ to show something important about the subject.  You will know a fair amount about the things you are presenting on; make sure that that knowledge motivates the photograph

· A photograph in which this idea/information comes through clearly

· A photograph that deals with an important idea about the medieval or Renaissance city
· A photograph is thoughtful and respectful from an ethical point of view and meets the ethical criteria laid out for submitting images for this course (see attached sheet)
What makes good metadata?

· Metadata is like citation for images.  So be precise, meticulous, and honest in creating it so that the intellectual value of your work is preserved.

· Follow the checklist attached as fully as you can.

· Choose a Creative Commons license for your work and record it as part of your metadata so that others know how they may use it in the future.

How/where should you record your metadata?

· Develop a system for recording information as you take pictures.  A notebook, text messages, audio recording:  whatever works for you to say “on this date, I took pictures in these locations, focusing on these details, making these adjustments to my camera…”   
· Your next step will be to record metadata for selected photographs on a spread sheet which I will make available.  

· If you would like to explore the power of embedded metadata, you are welcome to explore it with me.  Otherwise, I will embed the metadata (attach it more or less permanently to your photograph) and upload the images to a group Flickr account where you will be able to view them, share them, and where other users will be able to study and access them.

Draft Metadata Checklist

Your name:
Your class year:
Date: 
Country:
City:

Specific Location:

Image title:
Subject: 
Name of building, street, piazza, object.   Examples:  Steps at 33 via Rizzoli; Campo dei Fiori, NE corner; fountain, piazza Farnese
Purpose/Context:  
Examples:  study of spolia; sightlines from piazza; medieval stairways.  This connects the image to the intellectual project/class assignment that it belongs with.
Description:
Camera:

Settings:  
Example: auto

License:
Select a Creative Commons License for this image.
Keywords/tags:  

