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Exhibtion Assignment: Observation Paper

Format Checklist:
· 2 pages
· 11 or 12 point font
· Pages are numbered
· Line spacing:  2
To write papers and exhibit labels that rely on visual evidence you need to be able to write about and describe a visual object.  More than that, most of us need more training in looking:  the careful, systematic, slow looking that will help you see and understand more.  Obviously, it helps to know some questions to ask and some things to look for, but you also need to be open to new impressions and to details that you might not have expected.  
Write about your object so that a reader who has never seen it can nonetheless visualize it.  Obviously, this won’t be perfect, but that is your goal in writing.  Capture form, material, texture, smell… whatever is relevant.  Think carefully about how to give an idea of the object overall and how to convey the details.  In what order will you present your observations?  Why?
What should be in your paper?
1.  Papers should always start with an awareness of the audience.  This is audience is not me, but rather someone smart and thoughtful who has never seen the object you are describing.  So begin with an overview description:  how big is it? What materials is it made out of?  What shape?  What parts or elements are there?  Help your reader get an overall sense of the object.  And help your reader be intrigued by the object so that she/he is eager to read about it.
2.  Now go into more detail.  What elements are important:  carving, color, material, size, purpose, decoration?  Choose the key ones and help the reader see and appreciate them.  Here’s the place to talk about things like the level of finish on the piece, how the light hits it, what smell it has… whatever strikes you about the piece and helps you convey it to the reader.
3.  Finally, ask yourself “What is the overall point of my description?”  What are you most concerned to get across to the reader?  Did you do that?  Check up on yourself:  what elements of the description are the key ones in getting your main points across?  Can you improve the description? Make it more accurate?  More lively? More vivid?
4.  Ideally, find a willing reader, have them read your paper and then either draw or describe the object to you verbally.  Confront them with it, if possible.  Ask them whether it was as they expected and, if not, what was different?  Revise your description accordingly.
