Forum Assignment
Goal: The goal of the Forum Assignments is to help you set the texts you’re reading and the events of Roman history in a physical context.  The Roman Forum was the heart of Rome in the Republic, and virtually every harangue, deliberation, altercation, and piece of public business took place there.  The Forum itself also changed and developed physically over time, and it always reflected the contemporary Roman political, economic, and social concerns and realities.  For this reason, visual understanding of this space provides crucial insight into the development of the Republic and the Roman people.
Procedure: To do this assignment, you will need to open and explore the sketchup model of the Roman Forum in the appropriate time period.  This is located in the common folder for this course (courses server ( CLAS228 ( “common” folder ( Forum Model [#]).  You’ll have to be using a computer with Sketchup installed and a relatively competent processor.  The LDC labs or the library computers have worked well for this in the past, but be patient with the model loading.  You’ll also need the site plan from Moodle to help you identify what you’re looking at while you’re in the model, and you can use the site plan for some of the general questions about kinds of activities going on in the Forum.

Go to the “camera” menu and select “walk”.  Then set your eye-height in the box at the lower right of the screen.  You can also look at the forum from other angles, but it will help to be able to put yourself in the position of an actual-size Roman to get a feel for the actual experience of being in the forum.

Enter the forum on the via sacra behind the Regia (this should be where you are when the model opens).  Follow the left fork of the road to the far end of the forum, then loop around and come back along the other (northern) edge of the forum back past the Regia, stopping periodically to wait for rendering, look around (“look around” on the camera menu), note where people are congregated (and what they’re looking at), and answer any location-specific questions the assignment asks.
Answer the questions given in the individual assignments.  These assignments will be posted on Moodle on the day for which they are due.

Tone:  Informal.
Evaluation: These assignments will be evaluated on the quality of your answers to the individual questions (generally 2 points for straightforward/factual questions, 5-10 for more interpretive questions).
