Filmed group interviews with Tehreema Mitha

The class is divided into 3 groups and each group is required to conduct and film a 15-20 minute interview with Tehreema Mitha exploring their assigned themes: gender, national identity and religion. 

Each group is required to design a semi-structured questionnaire which will guide their conversations. Pay particular attention to developing strategies for effectively eliciting meaningful responses as these will then form the basis for your analysis papers. Also be mindful that this interview is being recorded – so think of ways in which you would like the interview to play on screen.

Initial questions to consider to help you formulate your own questions:

· How does gender figure in Tehreema’s dance? This can lead to explorations of how her own gender informs her work, or how she deals with gender as the subject matter for her art (for instance in her dance based on Ismat Chughtai’s short story The Quilt).
· How are Bharatanatyam and national identity intertwined? How does Tehreema position herself as a Pakistani dancer specializing in what has come to be seen as an Indian dance form?
· What role does religion play in the ways in which the origins of Bharatnatyam are understood? How does Tehreema challenge this in her work?




Analysis paper based on group interview with Tehreema Mitha
Each group is required to write a 2-3 page (single-spaced, 1 inch margins) analysis paper based on their interview with Tehreema Mitha. You need to reflect on the interview and think about how her responses speak to how your group’s particular theme has been covered in the course. Please feel free to draw on the dance performance to enhance your analysis of the interview. If you refer to any secondary sources be sure to cite them properly.
The paper is due in class the day you make your presentations. Each group should pick one person to present their video. The group will first screen the video and then the selected spokesperson will give a 7-8 minute presentation of the analysis of the group (basically presenting you analysis that is in the paper). Please note you cannot just read the paper. Think of effective, engaging and useful ways of communicating what you have written.
Below are a few questions for each group to help you kickoff the thinking process. By all means feel free to extend your analysis beyond these pointers. In fact you should endeavour to do so.
 
Questions to consider for group exploring gender:
· How is Tehreema’s understanding of herself and her work refracted through the lens of gender and the ways in which gender roles are structured in South Asia in particular?
· Does being a woman work against her and impose limitations on what she wants to do?
· How does her work deal with the issue of gender?
 
Questions to consider for group exploring national identity:
· To what extent do you think Tehreema consciously sees her national identity as an important factor that informs her work?
· To what extent does she have to negotiate her national identity as she moves between cultures and borders? How does she (or her work) embody this transnational dimension of her life?
· How does she understand culture in relation to ‘the nation’?
 
Questions to consider for group exploring religion:
· What are the ways in which ‘religion’ and her own religious identity inform Tehreema’s work?
· To what extent does she see religious and national identity as distinct from each other and does her way of thinking speak directly to the history of the creation of Pakistan along communal lines?
· What, if anything, can you say about the relationship between the body, nationality and religion in her work?
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