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What do I need to find?

	1) Authoritative reference books.  

	Look for:  
· signed articles and editors who are major scholars of the period or topic
· specialized content




	2) Authoritative, fairly recent, books, essays or chapters in books.  

	Look for: 
· books published by university presses
· authors and editors who have done other work in the field 
· intended audience of other scholars
· ample notes and bibliography



Note: start with publication dates in the 90s or later.  (Older scholarship is usually still valid and, indeed, essential, but more recent works will have bibliographies that are more up-to-date, thus helping you to identify relevant older works.)  
	3) Journal Articles 

	Look for:  
· established, peer-reviewed journals
· recent dates



Questions about how authoritative a book or journal is?  Ask!  Also, as a preliminary to asking, check the Medieval and Renaissance Studies Subject page, where some of the assessment has been done for you.

How much do I need to find?
For a short research project, not much.   Maybe a couple of encyclopedia articles to get you started, then 3-4 really relevant books or parts of books and 3-6 really relevant journal articles or essays contained in books.   A lot will depend on your topic, and, of course, finding “really relevant” material is the tricky part.  Bear in mind that not every one of the strategies outlined below will be equally useful; that’s normal.  Keep trying until you find which combination of strategies works best.

GETTING STARTED
Familiarize yourself with the Medieval and Renaissance Studies Subject page.   (Directions for getting there) 
Articles from a specialized encyclopedia.   On the MARS Subject page identify two or three of the encyclopedias which look most helpful. Photocopy the relevant articles or take careful notes.  

Record the following information:
· Which encyclopedias did you consult?

· What headings did you look under?  (Be sure to use both specific and broad headings and follow up related headings.)
								
· What books or articles are given as suggestions for further reading?

· Keywords for further searching (in the article itself, note names, events, places, concepts closely linked to the topic you are interested in):


Note: These articles will probably not make it into your bibliography; they are really more intended to give you some introductory information about your topic and access to other materials.

FINDING BOOKS: 
· Do “title” searches in BRIDGE: Look up the books you have listed so far in BRIDGE.   Record the call number (including location) and the subject headings that seem useful.

· Do keyword and author searches in BRIDGE.  Use the names and keywords that you identified from the encyclopedia articles and from the books you have already found.  When you have found some relevant Library of Congress subject headings, try those too.  
List your most successful searches below and print a selection of your most relevant results (about 5).

· Browse the shelves in two or three different call number ranges, using the criteria at the beginning of this sheet.  Check tables of contents and indexes for your topic; note whether there seems to be useful bibliography in addition to relevant content.  
Jot down any particularly useful discoveries and selected items from the bibliographies on a separate sheet.  Note the call number ranges in which you looked:

Request books from St. Olaf if necessary.
Finding Articles:
Use databases to get a broader idea of what articles have been written on your topic because they index the contents of journals.  The International Medieval Bibliography (IMB) is standard for medieval studies and has coverage well up into the sixteenth century.  In addition, choose one other database from the MARS subject page that suits your topic (literature, religion, art history, philosophy, anthropology etc.).   Use your keywords, authors, and other information to search.  
Print selected records and attach to this worksheet (no more than about 10 per database).
Record the following information:  your searches and any questions you have about how to narrow or refine searches.  Remember that you may need to try synonyms for your keywords and to experiment with combinations of search terms.  
IMB 

Other Database: ____________________________

Summing Up  
Given what you have found so far, please list the 5 or 6 items that seem most relevant to the particular question you are working on.   Add a short note explaining why you chose this item:  for example, it is directly on your topic, it is off your topic but deals with a closely related issue, it is a classic/important/recent book on the period/place/person/source?   Ideally, your list will be mix of books and articles and will include many newer materials and some older classics and standard works. 




What’s missing?   Are you completely satisfied (so far, at least) with the materials you have found?  Or are there gaps, oddities, or puzzles that Heather and I can help solve?
