History 100.06		Fall 2010

Introduction to the Map Assignment Sheet

Please write a short (ca. 200 words, one paragraph) introduction to the map you have been assigned that answers the following questions:  Who made this map (if we know)?  Where was it made? When was it made?  Does it belong to a specific category of maps?  What are the form, functions, and key characteristics of that type of maps?  Write attentively, and put your paragraph together carefully.  Find an image of the map and  include the image or a link to the image with the proper citation.  Include a short list of the works you consulted at the end of your post.
Finding the information.  This assignment is partly about learning how to do research on maps.  Please use the following resources in this order:
1.  A print reference work from the Library reference area.  Use this for your basic information, unless you and the reference librarians draw a blank – very unlikely.  Check the Medieval and Renaissance Studies Subject Guide for suggestions.
2. A book from the Library stacks.  Use this to add to your understanding of the map and its context and to question, correct, or confirm the information you found in the reference work.   The History of Cartography, ed. Harley and Woodward (Chicago, 1987) is going to be a good starting point, but other books will prove useful, too.  Remember that you are unlikely to find a book just about your map; you will have to look for broader topics (e.g. medieval maps) that might refer to your map or ones like it.
3. A journal article.  Use this to add to your understanding of the map and its context and to question, correct, or confirm the information you found in the reference work.  Often, a journal article can be more recent and up-to-date than books, but they are often narrower and more focused.  Finding just what you want may be a bit tricky; see below.
4. The web.   Wikipedia is a fine resource if you can identify the author’s credentials and/or if you can check its content by comparison with other resources.  There are also excellent map sites on the web; indicate which you used and how you decided they were authoritative.  
Finding your image.  Nine times out of ten, you will have found an image of your map in one of the reference works, books, or articles you consult.  If not,  an image database like ArtStor or the web is often a good bet.  If you are having trouble,  consult a librarian or the professor.  Remember to record the source of every image you “capture” for your own use so you can credit it properly.
Collaborators.  Please list at the end of the post who you worked with:  reference librarians, friends, fellow students, the professor.


Finding a Article
How do you look for articles, identify useful ones, and get them to your desk, whether in electronic or paper form?  Here are some ways and means:
1. Look in the bibliographies and notes of any books you have found already, including readings for the course.   (This technique is also useful for finding other books on your topic.)
2. Databases.  Gould Library subscribes to a long list of electronic databases that compile references to journal articles , articles in books , and sometimes other materials on selected topics.  Check the Medieval and Renaissance Studies Study Guide for some suggestions:  International Medieval Bibliography (IMB),  Iter, Historical Abstracts (for the period after ca. 1400), and Bibliography of the History of Art are all good bets for our topics.  Search on your map’s title, but also be prepared to look more broadly.  Many of our maps don’t have articles dedicated just to them; instead, look for articles on “maps” or “cartography” in the period you are interested in (IMB and Historical Abstracts both let you enter dates or centuries to find only maps in the twelfth century or atlases from 1450-1600).   Broaden out your search if you don’t find any hits.  The reference librarians can help!
3. What is a useful journal article?  First, it will be in a language you can read.  A lot of scholarship in our field is done is the European languages, not surprisingly.  You can limit to English (or other languages) in some databases or you can enjoy seeing the full range of available scholarship while scanning for languages you read.  Feel free to read in another language if you can!   
4. You may or may not find an article that is obviously and directly relevant to your map.  Feel free to be creative!   But also check multiple databases, broaden out your search, and talk to Heather Tompkins or anyone at the reference desk for suggestions.  In some cases you may find a lot of choices.  Scan for what looks most interesting to you and what you think is likely to interest the class.
5.  How do you get the article once you have identified it?  First figure out what journal or book the article is contained in.  Just like the chapter from The Sovereign Map, you need to identify the object that is going to get catalogued in Bridge.  Then look up the title and figure out if Carleton or St Olaf owns it, and, if so, in what form (electronic or paper).  If you are having trouble figuring any of this out, please ask!  
6. What if neither  Carleton or St Olaf does own the journal or the book you want?  If you have a few days before the assignment is due, you can use Interlibrary Borrowing to get access to your article.  It will be emailed to you, often quite quickly if it was available at the University of Minnesota or some other local and well-organized library.  Sometimes it won’t get here in time, but that’s ok; just read it when it comes in.  How do you use ILL?  Again, it’s probably easiest to ask and to get a reference librarian to walk you through the process the first time.  You can also find the information you need on thge Library web site.
