History 100.06		Fall 2010
Exhibition Proposal
Make the maps speak.  If you could choose 3-5 of our maps to put up in the library as an exhibit, what story would you choose to tell?  Would it be about color?  Form?  Religion on the map?  Cosmography? Oceans?   Choose a strong and compelling theme that is visually supported by the maps – in other words, something that the audience could “see” in the maps with a small amount of guidance from your words in the wall cards.   
Proposal.  Write a proposal (1,000 words) that first lays out your idea and explains how each map you have selected will support the “big idea” for the viewer of the exhibition: what do you expect the viewer to see/notice/focus on from each map that will speak to your main idea?   Second, explain how you imagine the maps being exhibited:  in what relation to one another?  Hung or laid out in what way?  Draw this on your layout (see below), but include a discussion of it in your proposal so that the reader can imagine how the big idea unfolds as s/he moves through the exhibit.  Third, discuss who you imagine as your audience.  Is this exhibit for the Carleton community?  For school children (what age/grade?)?  For some kind of public open house like maybe Parents’ Weekend?  
As you write, think about your audience for the proposal (as opposed to the audience for the exhibit).  Imagine that it is possible to have an exhibit mounted in the library, but only through a competitive selection process.  You really want your proposal to be selected!  Your proposal will be read (in this imaginary scenario) by a team of faculty and librarians and students who will choose an exhibit according to these criteria:  
· Is the idea interesting and eye-catching and well-supported by the maps?  
· Is the proposal compellingly written, making a good case for the idea and the choice of maps in polished, thoughtful prose?  
· Are the wall cards effective at helping the exhibit viewer see the idea of the exhibit as it is reflected on each map (see more specific criteria below)?  
· Is the argument of the exhibit a legitimate one that is still sustainable even if we look at all our available maps?  Just like textual counterevidence the existence of a map that contradicts your theme is a problem.  In an exhibit, you can’t put in footnotes or put a map in an obscure corner to acknowledge that it runs counter to your argument!  What are you going to do?  Reframe your argument, if need be, so that the claim you make is legitimate and supportable. 
Bad example:  This exhibit uses the Hereford world map, the Catalan Atlas, and the Castiglione world map and argues that the early modern period, thank goodness, developed a better understanding of the world.  The wall cards point out mythical creatures on the Hereford map and bad outlines of land masses; better outlines on parts of the Catalan Atlas but still too much legendary stuff; and beautiful, clean, correct, scientific outlines on the Castiglione map with none of that extraneous stuff.  What’s wrong?  A lot!  There’s the issue of what is “better” and who gets to say so; the issue of respecting and trying to understand the argument of each mapmaker and map; the fact that many maps later than the Castiglione map incorporated lots of colorful narrative detail and that we can’t be sure that Castiglione map was every finished.  I could go on.  You get the idea.

Wall Cards.  Wall cards are hard to write.  They must be short, focused on what the viewer sees in the map, and written very well.  Think about layout as well as content and writing:  what layout is easiest to read?  What font and point size will suit your idea best and make the cards attractive and readable?
Exhibit Layout.  Spend a little time thinking about how you would ideally position the maps you have chosen so that they communicate your “big idea” most effectively.  What space in the library would you want to use?  (You may imagine that we own any exhibit cases or other technical aids that you need, even though realistically our cases are the stumbling block to really mounting exhibits like these.)  What should the viewer see first?  What order should the maps go in?  How should they be displayed (hanging, flat, in cases, on tables)?  Where should the wall cards be positioned?  The layout may be hand-drawn (freehand or otherwise) and may be fairly informal, so long as I can understand it!  Don’t spend a lot of time on formatting it elegantly for this assignment!
Acknowledgements.  Please write a paragraph acknowledging everyone who has contributed knowingly or unknowingly to your work for this project.  Certainly acknowledge authors of our map introductions if you have drawn on their ideas at all, me, class discussion, the librarians, the authors of our published articles.  Try to make a readable graceful paragraph out it, while being sure to mention the correct names and to indicate briefly what idea or inspiration you received from each and wish to “forward” to your own audience.
Deadlines Recap.
· 11/5 and 11/8:  Required office hours to discuss ideas, drafts
· 11/9:  Draft for peer review:  bring proposal and one sample wall card for review
· 11/10:  Final project due 5pm.  

Some examples of map exhibitions.
Osher Map Library Exhibits.  http://usm.maine.edu/maps/exhibitions 
