History 138		Winter 2011
Exhibit Assignment

Exhibit Worksheet.  Have you ever thought carefully about the wall cards and other information available at an art exhibit?  What information do you, as a visitor, want and need? When? In what format?  You will visit the Visualizing Japanese Theater exhibit in the art gallery and fill out a worksheet about these topics.  These answers will guide you as you write your own wall cards for the medieval and early modern objects on display in the Library Athenaeum.
Observation Paper.  Look closely at the object you are working on for at least 20 minutes.  Then take notes on your observations, and write a two-page paper describing your object.  Your job is to make it possible for someone who doesn’t know the object and isn’t looking at it to visualize it effectively.  One way to start is with a first pass at description that gets in the main elements and gives the reader a sense of the whole.  Then go back (as your eye goes back when observing) to fill in more details.  How will you decide what to highlight and what to omit?  What elements are crucial for making the reader “see” the object in her mind’s eye?
Research Worksheet.  As you set out to find out about the context and meaning of your object, you will need resources.  These will include books, journal articles, images, and other reliable, scholarly materials that help you understand how, when, why, and for whom these objects were produced.  Your group will complete the research worksheet to determine a short bibliography that you will use for your research.
Research Paper.  Here is your chance to present in some detail your conclusions (many undoubtedly quite tentative) about specific questions relevant to the specific object you are researching.  This is where you discuss what we can and cannot know, how we know it, what we think about this object and why.  This is a practical document, designed to organize and clarify your thinking and to pull together the results of your research.  It does not have to be written as formally and carefully as other papers in the class.
Wall Cards.  Now recall your visit to the VJT exhibition.  What can you tell the visitor in a few sentences that will help her/him to appreciate your object in the context of the medieval period as we have been studying it?  You will need to be very selective and you should keep whatever we agree on as the “big idea” firmly in mind as you write your contribution.

Research Topics:
 Manuscript pages – Handwriting/Content
What is the text?  How can you tell?
What is the style of the handwriting?  Can it help you date the book?
Who would have done the writing?  How would it have been laid out? How did the writing and the decoration relate to one another?
Who would have used this text?  For what purpose?

Manuscript pages – Decoration 
What can the pen and ink decoration tell us about these leaves and the book they came from?
What is the meaning of the marginal figures?  What theories have been suggested by scholars?  Might they influence the way a reader understood the text?
How were pages like this one produced?  By whom?  In what circumstances? How much would they cost?

St Louis Psalter (facsimile)
What is a “psalter”?  For what purpose were they used?
Who is the user/commissioner?
How does the decoration of the book contribute to its use?
How was a book like this made?  By whom?  Where?  How much would they cost?

Book Stands
What were book stands used for?  Where and by whom?
How was it made?  Where? When?  How can you tell?
Who would have commissioned/paid for this item? 
Who would have made it?  In what context?  
What can we learn about its origins and function from the decoration on it?

Carved Wooden Figures
What do these figures depict? Where would you have originally found them?
Why would they have been made?
What does the material tell you?  What other objects would have been made of similar materials?  Who were the craftsmen?
Where would these have been made?  How much would they have cost?

Painting
What is the scene on the panel?  How do you know?  How do the details of the scene fit with others you have seen pictures of or read about?  
Where would this painting have been displayed?  By whom? In what setting?
Who would have made it?  Why? Where? How much would it have cost?

Small Format Books/Bindings (facsimiles)
Why were small format books made?  Who would buy them?  Were certain texts more likely to appear in this format?
When were the originals of these facsimiles made?
How were books bound in this period?  By whom?  Who determined the binding?
What does the binding tell you about the book as a whole?  Is it a luxury product?  A tool?


