Spring, 2005
To:
Participants in the Carleton Summer Teaching Institute, Environmental Science Workshop

From:
Mary Savina, Professor of Geology and Gary Wagenbach, Professor of Biology

Welcome to the workshop on environmental science.  Professor Gary Wagenbach and I look forward to working with you in one of our favorite geographic areas: Rice County, Minnesota, specifically the area around Northfield and the campus of Carleton College.

We have what we think is an exciting and informative week of activities and projects lined up for you.  We are both experienced at field-based exploration of ideas and concepts in the environmental sciences.  We commonly use extensive fieldwork as part of the usual design of our courses for Carleton students and will also do so for this workshop.  So come and enjoy the exploration of the landscape of the area and the environmental questions and issues imbedded in it.  Participate with us in a scientific exploration of those questions and issues.

Readily accessible local field study locations include the Cannon River and smaller streams, many lakes,  the City of Northfield and its water and waste water system, various soils and use of same from housing developments to agriculture, various natural and disturbed biotic communities, and of course the atmosphere and "people sphere".  Mini lectures, some readings, use of Internet, discussion, writing, and some measurement exercises, including computer modeling, will complement the field trips we have planned.  The laboratories of the Biology Department, Geology Department and the Computer Center will be used for the indoor portion of the workshop.

Please remember to bring clothing and footgear appropriate for fieldwork (boots, water bottle, hat, sunscreen, water-ready shoes, raingear), since some work may be near or in the water.

Before you come to campus we would like to know more about you and your interests and circumstances.  Please send us a response to these questions:

1.
Where do you live?

2.
What is the name of your school district?

3.
What are your main goals for participation in the Carleton workshop on Environmental Science?

4.
If you have seen a copy of the College Board's Advanced Placement Course Description of Environmental Science, are there particular sections you would like the Carleton workshop to cover?

5.
What kind of information about lecture/classroom topics would you like to learn during the
workshop?

6.
What kind of information about potential laboratory and field exercises would you like to 
learn during the workshop?

7.
What opportunities do you have for field studies with your students on or near the school grounds (i.e. without major transport logistics)?  Please describe in a few sentences.

8.
What opportunities do you have for field studies on sites that can be reached on a day 
trip?  Please describe and estimate how long students could be expected to observe at 
these sites.

9.
What computer facilities are available to your class?  Please indicate the number and 
operating system of these computers.

10.
Where would you place your budget for computer upgrades, software and other class 
materials (nets, hand lenses, etc.) along a gradient from "shoe-string" to "Cadillac"?

11.
Where would you put your classroom use of the Internet along a gradient from "Not at 
all" to "Very extensive"?

12.
Would you have use for a CD with materials and data sets from the workshop?


13.
Email address (or addresses):


Send your comments to: 

Mary Savina

Professor of Geology

Carleton College 

One North College Street

Northfield, MN  55057

Email: msavina@carleton.edu

Fax: 507-646-4400

We look forward to meeting you in June!

