Environmental Science

It is increasingly evident that we live in a world with many environmental problems, raising the question of how we might live sustainably. A scientific perspective provides important assistance in approaching this question. This workshop is a team-taught exploration of selected topics found in the AP course in environmental science, an inherently interdisciplinary subject. We will emphasize how to use locally accessible field sites that provide the opportunity to explore concepts that apply in both a local and more global sense. We will look at the biology and geology of rivers and lakes (hydrology, biota, and human uses, such as local water supply and waste water treatment), solid earth (rock cycle and processes, soils, sanitary land fill, farms and subdivisions), biosphere (local and regional biota and ecosystems, biodiversity, agriculture), atmosphere (physical processes, N cycle, air pollution), while emphasizing the role of humans in earth function (populations, land use). We will also utilize Internet and other computer resources to access data sets and analytic procedures that are useful in any environmental science course. Mary Savina, Professor of Geology, and Gary Wagenbach, Professor of Biology, Carleton.
