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Instructor:  
Lydia K. Fox


Office:  Room 111 Pacific Geosciences Center


Phone:  946-2481 (office); 951-7014 (home)


e-mail:  lkfox@pacific.edu

Office hours:  MWF 2-3, T 10-11 (and by appointment)

Class Meetings:  Lecture:
MWF 12:30-1;50, GEO104 



     Lab:  
T 8:00-9:50 (L01), T 1:00-2:50 (L02) GEO 106 

Textbook: Thompson, G.R, and Turk, J., 2007, Earth Science and the Environment, 4th ed.: Thomson Brooks/Cole., 720 p.

Learning Objective:  to gain an understanding of the planet Earth as a system consisting of integrated subsystems (geosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere, and biosphere).  

We will study the make up of these subsystems and the interactions among them.  This systems approach will help us to develop an understanding of the balance that exists in the global environment as a result of the interactions. This course will also explore the process of science itself: how science is done, where our scientific information comes from, etc.

Learning is a two-way street.  I can only help you learn if you are willing to actively engage in the learning process.  It is my goal to help you learn, not to force-feed you information.

Blackboard Web Site:  All students registered in this course have been automatically registered for the Blackboard site:  https://pacific.blackboard.com
This site contains all of the course information you should need (syllabus, schedule, lecture outlines, reading questions, journal assignments, PowerPoint slides from lectures, homework assignments, pre-labs, etc.)   

It also contain answer keys for labs (after they have been graded), and a grade book (so you can check on your progress).  

Announcements will be posted frequently, you should check the site often.

I often send emails to the class through Blackboard. The catch is that it automatically goes to your pacific.edu account.  If you do not use your pacific email account, you can change your email address in Blackboard.

Student Responsibilities:

1) Class Attendance:  your attendance at all classes and labs is expected.  Poor attendance will have a negative effect on your learning and thus your course grade.  If you must be absent, however, please have the courtesy to advise me of this in advance (by email or phone).

2) Due Dates/Late Policy:  you must complete all labs and other assignments by the assigned due date.  Unless otherwise stated by me, all assigned work must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day it is due.  Late work will be penalized (generally 10% penalty per day late).

3) Labs:  there will be weekly lab exercises.  While much of the lab work can be completed during lab time, you should expect to spend time on the lab outside of the regularly scheduled lab session.  If you miss a lab session, you must make up the work on your own time before the next lab session. 

There will generally be a Pre-Lab worksheet to complete prior to the lab.  These pre-labs will be your “entry pass” for the lab and are due at the beginning of the lab period.  Late pre-labs will not be accepted. 

Lab Materials:  In addition to the pre-lab, the following materials should be brought to EVERY lab:  pencil and eraser (all labs MUST be done in pencil, unless otherwise instructed), colored pencils (at least three colors), ruler (with cm and in markings), calculator (it does NOT need to be fancy, just the basic functions).

Students are permitted to work together on the labs but the material turned in must be the student's own work.  (See Honor Code, below.)

4) Journal:  Students are required to keep a journal for the course.  There will be directed entries in which a students responds to a specific question or reading.   In addition, students will be expected to have independent entries in which they reflect on course material.  See separate COURSE JOURNAL handout for more information.

5) Field Trips:  there will be two field trips during the semester.  Students must participate must participate in one and are encouraged to participate in both (extra credit will be given for participation on a 2nd trip).  The dates of the field trips are given below.

This is probably the most important part of your geologic education; it gives you the opportunity to observe in nature what we discuss in the classroom.  You will likely find that this is the most enjoyable part of this course!  

6) Exams:  there will be two mid-term exams and a final exam.  The mid-term exams will be given during class on the dates shown on the schedule below unless indicated otherwise. The exams will be based on lecture material (including slides and videos), class discussions, lab assignments, directed journal assignments and reading material.

There will be no make-up exams unless you notify me in advance.  I will determine if the reason given is acceptable for a make-up exam.  

7) Participation:  you are expected to be actively engaged in the course, including asking questions in class and responding to my questions when asked.  In addition, there will be several times during the semester when students will be expected to make in-class presentations.
Grading:  Students earn grades, I do not give grades.  The grades for this course will be based approximately on the following:  

Exams (55%), Labs (20%), Journal (15%), Class Participation (10%).


The following grading scale will be used:
	A   >93%
	B+  87-89%
	C+  77-79%
	D+  66-69%

	
	B    83-86%
	C    73-76%
	D    60-66%

	A-  90-92%
	B-   80-82%
	C-   70-72%
	F    < 60%



For P/NC option, student must receive at least a C- AND a passing grade on the final exam

Honor Code:  The University Honor Code is an essential element in academic integrity.  

It is a violation of the Honor Code to:

· submit all or part of someone else's work or ideas as one's own, this includes:

· improper quotation or citation of sources of information,

· using text from another student's journal entry in preparing your own

· using information from another student's lab from this or previous semesters,

· copying information from lab answer keys from this or previous semesters in completing your own lab. 

· give or receive information form another student during an examination.

· use unauthorized sources for answers during an examination.


If a student violates the Honor Code, the student may be penalized with failure of the assignment, exam, or the course at my discretion.  Violations will be reported to the Director of Judicial Affairs.  A complete statement of the Honor Code can be found in Tiger Lore.
Students with Disabilities:  Students who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act will be accommodated as necessary if they are first registered with the Supportive Student Services Program at the Educational Resource Center in Bannister Hall.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:


Administrative Deadlines

Thurs., Feb. 1

Last Day to Change Grading Option

Thurs., Mar. 1

Last Day to Drop


Holidays



Mon., Feb 19

President’s Day


Mon., Apr. 9

Student Travel Day

Exams

Fri., Feb. 16

Exam #1

Fri., Mar. 30

Exam #2

Mon., May 14

Final Exam (12-3 PM)

Field Trips


Sun., Apr. 1

Sierra Foothills 

Sat., Apr. 14

East Bay Area and Mt. Diablo
