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Designing a Course Outline – Outline

Purpose: 

Designing a course is a difficult, multi-stage task.  Ideally one has an extended period for development and reflection.  In reality, one is often only a chapter and a day ahead of one’s students. This assignment is meant to be a planning document for the process of designing a course in the earth sciences.  Treat this course as something that you might actually end up teaching in the not-so-distant future.  Items you should consider in developing your course include:

· Course Topic (Name)

· Course Motivation (Purpose)

· Content Goals

· Skills Goals

· Other Goals

· Course Duration

· Class Size

· Class Level

· Student Level

· Special Education Issues

· Facilities Required

· Materials Required

· Staff Required

· Safety Concerns

· Assignment Type (Some specific ideas may be relevant at this point.)

· Assessment Design

· Curricular/Science Standards Tie Ins

· Schedule of Topics

For this assignment, your task is to begin the first, back of the envelope, draft of some of these ideas.  Certainly getting a fair idea of the first part of the list is necessary at this stage.  The more detailed, and labor-intensive later steps, will come as the course evolves. 

Directions:

Please prepare a draft outline in which you begin addressing the points above.  Leave lots of space for comments by myself and for alterations of your own.  Consider this to be a working document.  Remember also, the more effort and attention to detail early on, the easier will be your development work later on.  My assessment will be relatively open given the nature of the assignment.  The only constraints I place on you are that the course you design must relate to the earth sciences and be designed for a class at least a semester in length with a population from Grade 7 to Grade 14 (200 level in college).  Enjoy!

