
EXAMPLE OF Project X GRADING CRITERIA

My Starting Premise

Unlike some assignments, it may be unrealistic in the grading of poster projects and power-point reports to make ‘fine’ distinctions in number of points awarded to each the many students for component of the poster.  One approach is to judge each element more generally as letter grade, and then awarding points accordingly.  
 
Criteria Describing the Best Products
 
Presentation: Solid grasp of the material?  Effectiveness of communication? Overall quality of the poster based upon comprehensiveness, appearance of the poster, attention to detail, depth and sophistication of interpretation?

Location of study Area: Clear identification of the location of the study area and the trace of the cross section across the study area?

Stratigraphic Column: Clear identification of names and ages and thicknesses of formations? Proper labeling of ages, older at bottom?  Nice brief summaries of rock type and competence?  Wise decisions in lumping formations into larger lithotectonic units that are useful and practical for Project X purposes?  Attention to detail and success in transforming the journal-published stratigraphy into an attractive and useful rendition?

Geologic Cross-Section: This is the largest, most important, and most impactful figure on the poster.  Capture lithotectonic units in ways that conform to stratigraphic column, including color coding?  Effective line boldness in distinguishing most important faults from lesser faults?  All faults and folds either named or labeled in ways that conform to identifiers in Tables? Attention to detail and success in transforming the journal-published geological cross section into an attractive and useful rendition?

System of Structures: Is this a well written and efficient word picture of the cross-section?  Employment of precise and sophisticated structural geological language used in descriptive analysis?  Orientation information for faulting and folding contained in the language? 

Fault and Fold Tables:  Well organized?  Complete, comprehensive? Accurate orientations and measurements? Proper choice of descriptive language?

Kinematics: Measurements and numbers describing translation, rotation, and  strain accompanying fold and faulting?  Clarity on types of faulting and mechanisms of folding (e.g., flexural slip)?  Determination of % shortening and/or % stretching? Orientation and shape of strain ellipse that captures regional strain? 

Dynamics/Mechanics: Principal stress directions responsible for faulting and/or folding? Depth of deformation and rheological response of material? Deformation mechanisms? 

Plate Tectonics: Correct identification of plate tectonic setting within which structures formed? Effective diagrams showing the plate configuration? Quantitative information re/ plate directions and plate velocities, and timing/duration of tectonic loading?

Conclusions:  Grasp of subject?

References: Accuracy?  Proper format?
