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Comments and Suggestions
· The text directions were written for the “Blog” feature in Blackboard. However, it can easily be changed to fit discussion boards for your LMS. Specifically, you may want to change the language “Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder,” “Click ‘Create blog entry’ and then:” and “Click on the ‘Comment’ button.”
· Some of these posts can be used repeatedly in your course. For example, the posts where students write quiz questions could be used before each exam.
· If you have a larger class, you may consider dividing students into smaller groups so that students only respond to other students in their group. This will help them get to know each other better and build community. Depending on your LMS and group settings, you may need to modify the directions accordingly.
· The rubrics are simple. Students meet, partially meet, or do not meet expectations for their post and response. The numbers assume that each discussion is worth 10 points. Additional descriptions and clarifications can be added if desired.
· The directions are written without a specific number of how many responses students are expected to make to other students. If you wish to have a specific minimum number, then you should add it to the directions and the rubric.
· You may want to include directions for students to end their post with a question. This requires students to self-reflect and often leads to better responses and discussions.



Discussion Topic: Interest in Geology
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Review the topics in the syllabus and the Focus on Geology textbook.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Answer what parts of geology are most interesting to you and why? In your response, include 2-3 topics that will be covered in this course. Also include personal information about yourself to explain why these topics are of interest to you and so the class community learns something about you. Your post should be 2-3 paragraphs long.
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ responses.
· Respond to your classmates. Click on the “Comment” button and respond with what in their posts you are excited to learn about in this geology class and why. Your responses should be thoughtful and add substance to the posts (e.g. more than “I agree!”).

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	The prompt is thoughtfully answered in 2-3 paragraphs. 2-3 course topics are included. Personal information is included. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Thoughtful responses with your personal reaction and why, that add substance to the posts. (4)
	(2)
	






Discussion Topic: Earth’s Interior
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Survey 4 people outside of this class with one of the following questions (choose the one you find more interesting): “How do we know what the inside of Earth is like?” or “Is the inside of the Earth mostly solid or liquid and why do you think so?” This survey can be in-person, on social media, via email, or any other type of communication.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Summarize in a paragraph the most common answer for your survey.
· Explain in a paragraph how that answer relates to the actual answer you learned while preparing for this assignment. Reference specific pages in the textbook, times in the videos, or webpages.
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ responses.
· Respond to your classmates. Click on the “Comment” button and respond with new information that you researched (include where you got your information, such as the page in the book, times in the videos, or webpages). Your responses should be thoughtful and add substance to the posts (e.g. more than “See the textbook!”).

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	Clearly describes the most common response to the survey. The correct answer is accurately explained, and there is a discussion about whether the responses to the survey were correct. Additional information (references, URL, photo) is included as directed. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Replied with thoughtful comments that added substance to the posts, with additional references or information as needed. They go beyond “I feel” or “I agree.” (4)
	(2)
	





Discussion Topic: Plate Tectonics
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Survey 4 people outside of this class with one of the following questions (choose the one you find more interesting): “Why does Earth have mountains?” or “Is the middle of the ocean the deepest part of the ocean? Why or why not?” This survey can be in-person, on social media, via email, or any other type of communication.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Summarize in a paragraph the most common answer for your survey.
· Explain in a paragraph how that answer relates to the actual answer you learned while preparing for this assignment. Reference specific pages in the textbook, times in the videos, or webpages.
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ responses.
· Respond to your classmates. Click on the “Comment” button and respond with new information that you researched (include where you got your information, such as the page in the book, times in the videos, or webpages). Your responses should be thoughtful and add substance to the posts (e.g. more than “See the textbook!”).

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	Clearly describes the most common response to the survey. The correct answer is accurately explained, and there is a discussion about whether the responses to the survey were correct. Additional information (references, URL, photo) is included as directed. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Replied with thoughtful comments that added substance to the posts, with additional references or information as needed. They go beyond “I feel” or “I agree.” (4)
	(2)
	





Discussion Topic: Ask a Question
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Review your notes for this module and the previous two modules.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Write a question that you still have about the content for this module and other modules since the last exam. It might be something you do not understand, or it might be something that relates course content to something beyond the information presented. Include 2-3 sentences about why you have that question.
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ questions.
· Respond to a classmate. Click on the “Comment” button and answer a question, being sure to fully explain your answer and where you learned the information. If you can’t answer questions, you can also explain why you too have that question.

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	Question displays thought was put into it. An explanation of the question is included. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Answer to another student is given and fully explained, with directions to other resources as appropriate. Adds substance to the post. (4)
	(2)
	







Discussion Topic: Ask an Exam Question
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Review your notes for this module and the previous two modules.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Write two multiple-choice exam questions to have students demonstrate that they can meet the learning outcomes from one of the modules in this quarter. These questions should go beyond remembering and instead demonstrate comprehension, application, and/or analysis. Examples of prompts to inspire your questions are: “Why does …”, “What are examples of …”, “What are similarities/differences between …”, “How would you identify …”, “What is an interpretation of …”, “What is an explanation of …”, “What is the problem with this statement: …”
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ questions.
· Respond to your classmates. Click on the “Comment” button and answer questions, being sure to fully explain your answer. Your responses should be thoughtful and add substance to the posts (e.g. more than “C is correct”). Remember that one of the best ways to learn is to teach someone else. It is helpful to direct students to resources such as specific pages in the textbook, time in videos, webpages, and/or YouTube videos.

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	Multiple-choice question asks students to demonstrate comprehension, application, and/or analysis. It addresses appropriate content. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Answers to other students are given and fully explained, with directions to other resources as appropriate. Adds substance to the posts. (4)
	(2)
	






Discussion Topic: Minerals and Resources
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Take a photo of something in your home or neighborhood that is or is made from a geologic resource. If it didn’t grow, it is or comes from a geologic resource! Feel free to include yourself or a pet in the photo!
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Upload the photo by pasting it into the box or using the “Insert/Edit image” button. Describe the geologic resource that is in your photo in a few sentences.
Respond
· After you have posted, look through your classmates’ photos.
· Respond to your classmates. Click on the “Comment” button and respond with the geologic processes that formed the resource.

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	A photo is uploaded and the geologic resource is clearly described. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	The geologic processes are correctly and thoughtfully described, with additional references or information as needed. Adds substance to the posts. (4)
	(2)
	








Discussion Topic: Igneous Rocks
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Survey 4 people outside of this class with one of the following questions (choose the one you find more interesting): “Igneous rocks are rocks made from magma or lava. What colors are typical igneous rocks?” or “Are all granite countertops classified by geologists as granite?” This survey can be in-person, on social media, via email, or any other type of communication.
· Show at least one of the people you surveyed two examples of igneous rocks that are different colors. These can be samples from your lab materials or pictures from your textbook or the internet.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Summarize in a paragraph the most common answer for your survey.
· Explain in a paragraph how that answer relates to the actual answer you learned while preparing for this assignment. Reference specific pages in the textbook, times in the videos, or webpages.
· Upload a photo of one of the example rocks you shared by pasting it into the box or using the “Insert/Edit image” button.
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ responses.
· Respond to your classmates. Click on the “Comment” button and respond with your reaction to their posts or your own descriptions of their rocks using terms from your book and name the rock in of the photo of the rock. Your responses should be thoughtful and add substance to the posts (e.g. more than “Basalt!”)

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	Clearly describes the most common response to the survey. The correct answer is accurately explained, and there is a discussion about whether the responses to the survey were correct. Additional information (references, URL, photo) is included as directed. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Replied with thoughtful comments that added substance to the posts, with additional references or information as needed. They go beyond “I feel” or “I agree.” (4)
	(2)
	







Discussion Topic: What Geologists Do
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Survey 4 people outside of this class with the following question “What do geologists do?” This survey can be in-person, on social media, via email, or any other type of communication.
· Find a webpage or video that describes what a geologist does or what can be done with a geology degree. Show it to at least one of the people you surveyed or post it on social media and discuss what they learned about geologists.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Summarize in a paragraph the most common answer for your survey.
· Post the URL for the webpage or video you found.
· Explain in a paragraph how that answer relates to the actual answer you learned from the webpage or video.
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ responses.
· Find a post with a different webpage or video than you posted and read/watch it. Click on the “Comment” button and respond with what you learned from their webpage/video that was not in yours. Your response should be thoughtful and add substance to the post (e.g. more than “Very interesting!”)

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	Clearly describes the most common response to the survey. The correct answer is accurately explained, and there is a discussion about whether the responses to the survey were correct. Additional information (references, URL, photo) is included as directed. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Replied with thoughtful comments that added substance to the post, with additional references or information as needed. It goes beyond “I feel” or “I agree.” (4)
	(2)
	





Discussion Topic: Earthquakes
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Survey 4 people outside of this class with one of the following questions: “Why do some earthquakes do more damage than others?” or “Why are earthquakes and faults more common in some areas than others?” This survey can be in-person, on social media, via email, or any other type of communication.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Summarize in a paragraph the most common answer for your survey.
· Explain in a paragraph how that answer relates to the actual answer you learned while preparing for this assignment. Reference specific pages in the textbook, times in the videos, or webpages.
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ responses.
· Respond to your classmates. Click on the “Comment” button and respond with why the information they included in their posts about earthquakes is relevant to you or someone you know. Your responses should be thoughtful and add substance to the posts (e.g. more than “I agree!”)

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	Clearly describes the most common response to the survey. The correct answer is accurately explained, and there is a discussion about whether the responses to the survey were correct. Additional information (references, URL, photo) is included as directed. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Replied with thoughtful comments that added substance to the posts, with additional references or information as needed. They go beyond “I feel” or “I agree.” (4)
	(2)
	





Discussion Topic: Climate Change
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Survey 4 people outside of this class with the following question “How will climate change affect you?” This survey can be in-person, on social media, via email, or any other type of communication.
· Find a webpage or video that describes the impact of climate change. In particular, see if you can find something specific to the state or region where you live.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Summarize in a paragraph the most common answer for your survey.
· Post the URL for the webpage or video you found.
· Explain in a paragraph how that answer relates to the actual answer you learned from the webpage or video.
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ responses. 
· Respond to your classmates. Find a post with a different webpage or video than you and read/watch it. Click on the “Comment” button and respond with how something in their post or video has impacted you or will impact you and why. Your response should be thoughtful and add substance to the post (e.g. more than “Me too!”).

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	Clearly describes the most common response to the survey. The correct answer is accurately explained, and there is a discussion about whether the responses to the survey were correct. Additional information (references, URL, photo) is included as directed. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Replied with thoughtful comments that added substance to the posts, with additional references or information as needed. They go beyond “I feel” or “I agree.” (4)
	(2)
	





Discussion Topic: Geologic Places to Visit
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Research three geologically interesting spots that you would like to visit someday.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Identify three geologically interesting spots that you would like to visit. For each location, say where it is, describe the geologic processes that formed it, and explain why you’d like to visit it. Include a picture of one of the locations.
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ responses.
· Respond to your classmates. Click on the “Comment” button and explain why you would like to visit one of the locations they describe. Your responses should be thoughtful and add substance to the posts (e.g. more than “Looks cool!”)

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	Three spots are identified, located, and described geologically. There is a thoughtful explanation of why you’d like to visit. A picture is included. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Thoughtful responses about why you’d like to visit the locations that add substance to the posts. (4)
	(2)
	







Discussion Topic: Course Reflection
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Review your notes, discussion posts, projects, and labs from this course.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Pick one of these prompts and answer it in 2-4 paragraphs:
· What are some of the big ideas that you learned over the course of this class?
· How has the way you think changed? How has your ability to do things changed?
· What do you think you’ll remember even after taking the last exam?
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ responses.
· Respond to your classmates. Click on the “Comment” button and add your reaction to what other students wrote, relating it so specific topics that we have studied. Your responses should be thoughtful and add substance to the post (e.g. more than “Me too!”)

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	One of the prompts is thoughtfully answered in 2-4 paragraphs, with personal perspectives and references to information and activities in the class. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Thoughtful responses that add substance to the posts. (4)
	(2)
	







Discussion Topic: Geologic Photo Representation
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Take or find a photo of something geological that represents you.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Upload the photo by pasting it into the box or using the “Insert/Edit image” button. Describe what geological thing the photos is of and explain why it represents you.
Respond
· After you have posted, look through your classmates’ photos.
· Respond to your classmates. Click on the “Comment” button and add your reaction to their photos and what the students wrote. Your responses should be thoughtful and add substance to the posts (e.g. more than “Cool pic!”)

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	A photo is uploaded and what it is and how it represents you is clearly described. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Your reaction to the photos and description is thoughtful, with additional references or information as needed. Adds substance to the posts. (4)
	(2)
	







Discussion Topic: Volcanoes
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Research a volcanic eruption. You can choose any eruption that has or is occurring, but try to pick an eruption different from your classmates.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Describe your volcanic eruption. At a minimum, you should include the name and location of the volcano, the type of plate boundary (if any) that it is on, a description of the eruption, and how it impacted people. If you’d like, you may want to include a picture of your volcano.
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ responses.
· Respond to your classmates. Click on the “Comment” button and compare your eruption to your classmate’s eruptions. Your responses should be thoughtful and add substance to the posts (e.g. more than “My eruption was bigger!”)

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	A volcanic eruption is described with all the required information. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Thoughtful responses comparing eruptions that add substance to the posts. (4)
	(2)
	







Discussion Topic: Natural Hazards
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Go to the USGS Frequently Asked Questions about Natural Hazards webpage (https://www.usgs.gov/faq/natural-hazards). Find a question that you’re curious about and read the answer. You may want to use the “filter” to narrow down the questions to what you are most curious about. Look up any words or concepts you don’t understand. Try to pick a question different from your classmates.
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· Write the FAQ that you chose. Summarize the answer to the question and explanation in 3-6 sentences in your own words. Do not copy from the website!
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ responses.
· Respond to your classmates. Click on the “Comment” button and describe what you learned by reading their posts. Your responses should be thoughtful and add substance to the posts (e.g. more than “I learned about earthquakes!”)

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	A FAQ is identified and the answer is clearly and correctly summarized in your own words. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Thoughtful responses describing what you learned that add substance to the posts. (4)
	(2)
	







Discussion Topic: Sedimentary Rocks
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Examine the list of 10 words below. Pick 3 of them and make geological connections between the words.
· Words to choose from: sandstone, limestone, shale, beach, reef, river, ocean, sediment, transport, deposit
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· List the 3 words you used, and then describe how those 3 are related to each other geologically. Each word needs to be connected to the other two words (e.g. Word A is related to Word B because… Word B is related to Word C because… Word C is related to Word A because…).
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ responses.
· Respond to a classmate. Click on the “Comment” button and add in one more of the words to their post. Your response should thoughtfully connect the new word you chose to all 3 of the existing words.

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	Three of the words are each connected together with a fully described and correct explanation. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Thoughtful response with how an additional word connects to each of the three words. (4)
	(2)
	







Discussion Topic: Water Cycle
Directions for Students
Prepare
· Complete the activities in the Learning Materials folder for this module.
· Examine the list of 10 words below. Pick 3 of them and make geological connections between the words.
· Words to choose from: reservoir, ocean, river, groundwater, glacier, atmosphere, precipitation, evaporation, infiltration, flow
Post
Click “Create Blog Entry” and then:
· List the 3 words you used, and then describe how those 3 are related to each other geologically. Each word needs to be connected to the other two words (e.g. Word A is related to Word B because… Word B is related to Word C because… Word C is related to Word A because…).
Respond
· After you have posted, read through your classmates’ responses.
· Respond to a classmate. Click on the “Comment” button and add in one more of the words to their post. Your response should thoughtfully connect the new word you chose to all 3 of the existing words.

Rubric
	
	Meets expectations
	Partially meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations (0)

	Post
	Three of the words are each connected together with a fully described and correct explanation. (6)
	(3)
	

	Response
	Thoughtful response with how an additional word connects to each of the three words. (4)
	(2)
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