
	Dr. G’s Earth Science Courses

	Evaluating Articles: IF I APPLY



	Identify your topic 

(Write the topic you are researching.)

	


As you start researching:
	Identify emotions attached to the topic.

(What are some feelings you associate with this topic?)


	

	Find one unbiased reference source.

(Write the citation in APA format)
	Title of Article:


Author(s): 


Title of Source:


Publication Date:


Where it was found (URL):





	Intellectual courage is needed to seek authoritative voices on the topic that may fall outside your comfort zone.

(Identify whether this topic makes you nervous, proud, interested, etc. and how you will make sure you’re finding good and authoritative sources)
	



Authority:
	Who authored this article? Is it a person or institution?

Look up the author/institution in Google or LinkedIn and list here.

	


	How do you know the author(s) is/are an expert? What is their background?
	

	What is the domain (.edu, .org, .com, .gov, .k12, etc.)? How might that influence the authority of this source?
	



Purpose / Point of view:
	Why was this article published? Is it intended to persuade or inform? Is it fact or an opinion piece? (*Note that op-eds are not allowable sources for EARTH courses)
	


	What is the site’s bias?* Or is there one?
According to English Oxford Living Dictionaries (Bias, n.d.), bias is defined as “prejudice in favor of or against one thing, person, or group compared with another.”
	

	Are there advertisements attached to the site where the article is published? What are they and what purpose do they serve?
	

	Is this source on Dr. G’s DO NOT USE list*?
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Including but not limited to: any site with "wiki" in the URL including Wikipedia, articles on Science Daily, any website with "geek" in the URL, such as wisegeek.com, Brittanica.com, encyclopedia.com, anything from a website with a URL containing k12.us, anything “kids” or “kidz”, or sites like How Stuff Works, Windows to the Universe, Watts Up With That? Also, no Letters to the Editor/Editorials.
	



Publisher:
	Who is the intended audience? The general public? Scholars? First-year students like you? List all that you feel are appropriate.
	




	Does the publisher have an agenda other than to inform? What is it? 

	

	What are the website’s/publication’s 
credentials?


	



List of Sources (Bibliography): 
	Are there credible sources cited within/at the end of the article?
	

	Is the article’s information still relevant today? Explain why/why not.

	

	Are there links to other sites within the article text? If so, how many? And what do 
they link to?
	




	Is the information reliable, sensible, and accessible? If you can’t find the article’s sources, that is a problem. 
	






	
Year of Publication:
	Is this information up to date and relevant?
	Select     YES     or       NO

	Does the publication date fit the timeframe required for your EARTH assignment?
	Select     YES     or       NO
List date:



The bottom line: would you use this article for a college paper? Select _____ Yes  or  _____ No.

The ultimate bottom line: would you use this article for THIS EARTH COURSE? Select __ Yes or __ No.
