Household Energy Usage  - Group Activity
Group Name__________________________



Group Members____________________         _____________________


   _____________________        _____________________

First complete your individual activities before you answer these questions:
1) Which portion of the country consumes the most energy overall?  The most electricity overall?
2)  How does energy usage compare in states where they have cooler summers to those where they have warmer summers?
3) How do the sizes of houses compare between regions?    How do the ages of houses compare between regions?  Why do think this is so?
4) What part of the country seems to use the most electricity for appliances?  Why do you think this is so?
5) Based on the information where does it look like energy usage would be the lowest?  Would this be the cheapest place in terms of energy costs?  Why or why not?
6) The figure below compares average energy consumption between 1993 and 2009.  What uses of energy have gone down since 1993?  Explain why this might have happened?
What uses of energy have gone up?  Why might this have happened?
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From https://www.eia.gov/consumption/residential/index.php
7) The next figure compares energy use in older homes (those built before 2000) to those built between 2000 and 2009.  The histograms on the left of each pair of histograms are those for homes built before 2000.  What energy use is higher in older homes?  Why do you think this is so?  
What energy use is lower in older homes?  Why do think this is so?
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From: https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=9951&src=‹ Consumption Residential Energy Consumption Survey (RECS)-f4  

8) How do you think energy usage in El Paso compares to the last 2 figures?  What do you think we use the most energy for?  The least energy for?    Do you have any idea how much your family’s energy bill fluctuates between the winter and the summer?[image: image3.emf] 
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