
A Short Primer on Google Earth Pro 
Updated March 16, 2022 by Kristen St. John. 
Modified from a lab developed by Denise Bristol, Hillsborough Community College. 
  
The purpose of this activity is to get you comfortable with the technology and tools in Google Earth so 
that you can later complete an online GEODE exercise Exploring Marine Sediments in Google Earth.  
 
A. Downloading Google Earth Pro: 
Download Google Earth Pro on desktop to your computer if you do not already have it.  
Go to: https://www.google.com/earth/versions/ to agree to their terms of service and download the 
program. Save the program to your computer. Once the file is saved, open the file. You may get a screen 
where you need to select Run, or confirm installation. This will complete the installation process and 
open Google Earth.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go to: https://support.google.com/earth/answer/21955?hl=en for help downloading the program. Note 
that we are using Google Earth Pro on desktop, not Google Earth on web or Google Earth on mobile. 
This is because the web based platforms do not yet support all of the features needed for many GEODE 
exercises.  
 
  

https://www.google.com/earth/versions/
https://support.google.com/earth/answer/21955?hl=en


B. Google Earth Tutorial Pages:  
Familiarize yourself with basic Navigation and Drawing and Measuring in Google Earth Pro.  

Navigation  
Includes tools for: 

Drawing and Measuring  
includes tools for: 

Changing your point of view Drawing Paths and Polygons 

Using the navigation controls Measuring Distances and Area 

 Viewing Elevation Profiles 

 
Basic navigation instructions can be found at: 

https://support.google.com/earth/answer/148186?hl=en&ref_topic=4363013. 
Screenshots of basic navigation are shown below: 

https://support.google.com/earth/answer/148186?hl=en&ref_topic=4363013


Basic drawing and measuring instructions can be found at: 
https://support.google.com/earth/answer/148134?hl%3Den 

Screenshots of basic drawing and measuring instructions are shown: 

https://support.google.com/earth/answer/148134?hl%3Den


C. Hide the Tour Guide: 
1. Open Google Earth Pro 
2. If the Tour Guide pictures at the bottom of the screen show up you can hide them. Click on the black 
frame immediately above the pictures of tour locations to hide the Tour Guide. (Do not click on the 
pictures of the tour locations or it will take you to those locations.)  

 
D. Google Earth Layers:  
1. Open Google Earth Pro 
2. Turn on your borders and labels layers by selecting “Borders and Labels” under the Layers menu on 
the left side of your screen.  
3. Turn off all other layers by deselecting all other boxes. 



 
E. Downloading files for Layers in Google Earth Pro 
Once you have downloaded Google Earth Pro, you can download .kmz files and open them in Google 
Earth.  

1. For example you can go to https://serc.carleton.edu/geode/activities/217455.html and 
download First Look v6 kmz. Save this on your computer (e.g., in your downloads folder or in a 
folder you make especially for your Google Earth project work).  

2. Once downloaded, select to open it in Google Earth. It will show up in the left toolbar under 
“Places/Temporary Places”.  

3. You have the option of saving your temporary places to your permanent “My Places” when you 
close Google Earth.  

 

https://serc.carleton.edu/geode/activities/217455.html

