Instructor:

Adrienne Falcón

Address:

323 Leighton Hall


Email:


afalcon@carleton.edu
Office Phone:

646-5748
Office Hours:

Tuesdays 10:15-11:45; Wednesdays 1:30 – 3:00 or by appointment
SOAN 266: URBAN SOCIOLOGY

(Leighton 402)

Course Objective:
In this course, we will explore ideas about cities and humans who live there through a series of lenses including: city as symbol, city as location of assimilation and integration and the opposite, city as a site of segregation and extremes of power and capital. How do cities work and for whom? By combing theoretical readings with case studies, we will move from historical ethnographies of cities and communities, to current studies of cities in global context.  
For this quarter, this course will focus on two main themes, on the one hand how do built spaces affect the people in them and in turn, how do people affect the cities built around them.  A core component of this question is to consider the sustainability of cities.  By sustainability, I mean what are the opportunities and challenges in a city not only in terms of environmental sustainability, but also socially and economically.  As we consider this overarching  question of built space on people and vice versa, we will also look at conflict, within the academy and within cities, and  think about the effects of individuals as scholars and practitioners on the landscape of cities as well as organized and unorganized groups of people.  
In addition to reading and discussing sociological works about cities, students will write a final paper on cities and core themes from the class.
Required Course Materials:

Kasinitz, Philip.  Metropolis: Center and Symbol of Our Times
Logan, John and Harvey Molotch.  Urban Fortunes: The Political Economy of Place
Portes, Alejandro, and Alex Stepick.  City on the Edge: The Transformation of Miami
Small, Mario Luis.  Villa Victoria: The Transformation of Social Capital in a Boston Barrio

A series of articles and book chapters are also on e-reserve or available through electronic databases such as JSTOR and ProQuest.  You are responsible for obtaining and reading copies of this material BEFORE class.  Please be an active and critical reader – we will all benefit if you engage the readings and bring your thoughts and criticisms to class.

In addition to reading materials, several movies will be watched.  I will also try to organize a field trip to go to the Twin Cities to spend some time in a city thinking about the kinds of issues we are studying.

Requirements and Evaluation:

Your grade in this course will be determined by your performance on the following criteria.  Please note that I do not give extra credit assignments.

1. There will be three 3-5 page critical reflective essays due.  The first will focus on tying together the reading for one day (for 10%).  The other two will focus on books for the class and integrating the ideas from class and other readings with those from the book (each worth 15%).  These will be due on the day those readings are due in class.  The goal of these papers is to give students the chance to critically evaluate an urban sociology text weaving in insights from other readings in the class.  Handouts describing these more will be provided.
2. There will be a student journal due, with five entries due.  These will be more free form and brief and your writing guided by a question that I will provide.
3. a) Final paper on cities, conflicts, and sustainability.  Students will spend much of the quarter working through the steps of writing a sociological paper on an aspect of cities, conflicts and sustainability that they chose.  Assignments will be given to move the process along throughout the quarter.  Students will give a final presentation to the class based upon their final paper.
4. Given that student participation is vital to the learning experience, a portion of your final grade will be based on class participation.  Sociologically relevant questions, comments, and class discussion will be considered in your class participation grade, as will class attendance and punctuality.  Participation points are based on your willingness to engage in the discussion, not on the number of words you utter per class.  However students with excessive, unexplained absences (i.e. more than 2 classes missed) risk losing their participation grade, as do students who routinely show up late and or/unprepared for class.  Attendance consists of 50% of the participation grade, participating in class the other half.  
Your work will be weighted as follows: 
Critical Reflective essays

40%



A range = 90% and above

Course Journal


10%



B range = 80-89%
Final Paper Project


35%



C range = 70-79%
Participation



15%



D range = 60-69%









F range = 0 – 59%
	ASSIGNMENT
	DUE DATE

	Critical Reflections 1
	September 19 or September 26

	Poem and Journal Entry 1
	September 21

	Critical Reflections 2
	October 5

	Journal entry 2
	October 10

	Paper proposal 
	October 12

	Journal entry 3
	October 19

	Journal entry 4
	After field trip

	Critical Reflections 3
	November 2

	Presentations
	November 7 or 9 (will be assigned)

	Journal entry 5
	November 14

	Final Paper Due
	At the beginning of our exam period


THIS IS A MOODLE BASED CLASS.  I WILL BE PROVIDING UPDATES AND MATERIALS ON THE MOODLE PAGE.  YOU WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR HANDING IN YOUR ASSIGNMENTS TO MOODLE.  PLEASE CHECK THERE REGULARLY.

COURSE OUTLINE

September 12

Introductions

Discussion of class themes

View and discuss Endangered Species – the story of the first Earth Corps in Washington DC and the efforts of inner city youth to bring the Bald Eagle back to the capital as a way of illustrating the class theme of cities and sustainability.

September 14

Cities in History
Davis, Kingsley. 1965.  “The Urbanization of the Human Population” in Scientific American (September, 1965) from Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout (eds.) The City Reader.  New York: Routledge, 1996 (on e-reserve)
Weber, Max. 1958.  Chapter 1, “The Nature of the City” in The City.  New York: The Free Press, 1958.  pp. 65-89 (on e-reserve)

*Distribute Critical Reflective Essay description (based upon readings from 9/19 or 9/26)
September 19

City as Community
Toennies, Ferdinand.  1961.  Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft in Theories of Society: Foundations of Modern Sociological Theory, Ed. by Talcott Parsons, Edward Shils et al.  pp.191-201 (available on e-reserve) 
Fisher, Claude.  1982.  To Dwell Among Friends, Personal Networks in Town and City.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  Chapters 1 and 19 (available on e-reserve, one is incorrectly listed there as by Kazin)
Wellman, Barry.  1999.  “The Network Community: An Introduction,” in Networks in the Global Village: Life in Contemporary Communities.  Boulder, Co: Westview Press.
September 21 
Cities and Culture
Mumford, Lewis
“The Culture of Cities” in Metropolis
Simmel, Georg
“The Metropolis and Mental Life” in Metropolis
Wirth, Louis

“Urbanism as a Way of Life” in Metropolis
Journal entry 1 - Find a poem about a city you are interested in.

Small Group Work with readings
September 26

Cities as Built Spaces

Le Corbusier 
“New York is not a Completed City” in Metropolis

Jacobs, Jane  “ The Uses of Sidewalks” in Metropolis

Davis, Mike
“Fortress Los Angeles: The Militarization of Urban Space” in Metropolis
*Distribute Critical Reflective Essay #2

September 28
    Human Ecology
Ernest Burgess.  1925.  Chapter 2, “The Growth of the City: An Introduction to a Research Project,” in The City by Robert Park, Ernest Burgess, and Roderick McKenzie.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1925. (on e-reserve)
McKenzie, R.D. Chapter 3, “The Ecological Approach to the Study of the Human Community,” in The City by Robert Park, Ernest Burgess, and Roderick McKenzie.  Chicagoo: University of Chicago Press 1925. (on e-reserve)
Gans, Herbert, 1962.  Part 1 and Part 4 of The Urban Villagers: Group and class in the life of Italian Americans.  New York:  Free Press of Glencoe.  (on e-reserve)
*Student Led Discussion

October 3
Cities and Immigration

Portes, Alejandro and Stepick, Alex.  City on the Edge, the Transformation of Miami 

Movie on Miami
October 5
Cities and Immigration

Continuing discussion of City on the Edge
*Critical Reflective Essay #2 due


October 10
Elites, Political Power, and Urban Dynames (or Cities as Commodities)
Logan, John and Harvey Molotch.  Urban Fortunes: The Political Economy of Place (e-reserve) Read Chapters 1-3
*In-class small group work on paper topics

* Journal entry 2 – reaction to research process
October 12 
Elites, Political Power, and Urban Dynamics continued

Read Chapter 4
*Submit Paper Proposal
October 17 
City as Segregation
Wilson Massey Debate
Wilson, William Julius.  1987. Preface, Chapters 1 and 2 in The Truly Disadvantaged.  Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. (on e-reserve)
Massey, Douglas and Nancy Denton.  1993.  Chapter 1 “The Missing Link” in American Apartheid: Segregation and the Making of the Underclass.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. (on e-reserve)

*In-class debate between Wilson and Massey groups
October 19
Segregation in later perspective
Waquant, Loic. 1996. “Red Belt, Black Belt: Racial Division, Class Inequality and the State in the French Urban Periphery and the American Ghetto,” in Urban Poverty and the Underclass, A Reader, Ed. By Enzo Mingione. Oxford UK: Blackwell Publishers.  (on e-reserve)

Small, Mario and Katherine Newman.  2001.  “Urban Poverty after The Truly Disadvantaged: The Rediscovery of the Family, the Neighborhood, and Culture.”  Annual Review of Sociology, 27: 23-45.  (available through Pro-Quest)
Klinenberg, Eric.  2002.  Chapter 2 “Race, Place and Vulnerability: Urban Neighborhoods and the Ecology of Support” in Heat Wave: A Social Autopsy of Disaster in Chicago.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  (on e-reserve)
* Student led discussion
* Journal entry 3 – Reaction to debate

FIELD TRIP TO TWIN CITIES – TO BE SCHEDULED
Journal entry 4 – Reaction to Twin Cities visit
October 24
City as Social Control

Hunter, Al.  “Private, Parochial and Public Social Orders: The Problem of Crime and Incivility in Urban Communities,” in Metropolis
Duneier, Mitchell.  1999.  “Sidewalk Sleeping” and “When You Gotta Go”, pp. 157-187 in Sidewalk.  New York:  Farrar, Strauss and Giroux.  (on e-reserve)

Anderson, Elijah.  “Street Etiquette and Street Wisdom” in Metropolis
October 26
Cities as Sites of Contention 
Stoecker, Randy. 1994.  “Capital, Community, and Cedar Riverside: An Overview” and “The Limits and the Potential of Community Control of Urban Redevelopment,” and “The Legacy of Cedar Riverside” in Defending Community: The Struggle for Alternative Redevelopment in Cedar-Riverside.  Philadelphia: Temple University Press. (on e-reserve)

Pellow, David Naguib.  2002.  Garbage Wars: The Struggle for Environmental Justice in Chicago.  Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. (Will specify pages)
Movie on Neighborhood Solutions
October 31
Cities and Social Change

Small, Maria Luis Villa Victoria: The Transformation of Social Capital in a Boston Barrio  
November 2
Cities and Social Capital

Villa Victoria Continued
* Critical Reflections #3 due

November 7  - Class Presentations

November 9 – Class Presentations
November 14 – Final Class Presentations and discussion

Concluding Thoughts – 
*Journal Entry 5 - Cities now and then

FINAL PAPER DUE: NOVEMBER 20, 7 PM
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