Sustainable Development Debate – An In-Class Simulation Exercise

On ____________ and ___________ we will conduct an in-class simulation of a meeting of international actors trying to decide what constitutes “sustainable” development, the main obstacles in achieving it, and what “can” and “should” be done, if anything. 

There will be eight groups, representing the following actors:

1) The US

2) Namibia

3) Greenpeace

4) Venezuela

5) Norway

6) UNDP

7) Russia

8) China

You will meet with the other members of your group and research what positions the actors have taken on development issues, such as (but not necessarily limited to) trade, environmental degradation, and human rights. You will devise a strategy for the simulation based upon what you feel your group’s position would be regarding sustainable development, and what strategy might be most likely to be successful in helping them to meet their goals. 

The simulation will be of a meeting (or series of meetings) of all of the groups over a several month period in which there is considerable international public exposure to and interest regarding the issue. The groups will be presented with information on reactions/information on the situation and positions taken by various actors from other actors (the rest of the world, selectively played by me). 

Your group may choose to attempt to ascertain the strategies of other groups before and during the simulation (in fact, you should try to figure that out through your research).  If you choose to directly contact another group remember that they are under no obligation to share information with you (or to necessarily reveal their true strategies and/or preferences to you). You should try to faithfully represent the positions that you believe your group would be likely to take (if for example, one of the groups was 
Saudi Arabia, assuming a position favoring quick phase-out of reliance on fossil fuels would not be a reasonable representation of its interests and goals). 

You will write a 3-4 page paper that is a summary of your role in the simulation – about 2 pages of which will summarize the position your actor has on the issue (this part is due at the start of the simulation on _________). The rest of the paper should include some reflection on what you learned during the process, and your thoughts on how and why the simulation’s progress changed (or didn’t change) your group’s strategies and/or positions.  You will turn in the completed paper at the start of class on _______________.

