Sustaining US in a New World

The final exam is an example of how American Studies ideas can be applied in the so-called “real world.”  It’s a chance to apply your learning to one of the significant problems of this century.  And it’s a chance to apply your skills to a topic that we won’t deal with directly very much.
The 21st century will be the age of the ecological transition.  We’re in the process of shifting from a freakological era—a freakish period in which people didn’t need to live their lives within the boundaries of the biosphere—to an ecological era, in which human purposes nest gently within nature’s cycles.  So I’d like you to think about our natural resources for this ecological transition of the 21st century—including the intellectual and institutional resourcefulness of human beings, and especially the resources of American culture.  Using King (on stories and traditions), Holt (on political economy, race and justice), Pollan (on the moral ecology of food), Purdy (on politics and public purposes), Easterbrook (on progress and changing the world), Kimmel (on gender and culture) and Kingsolver (on all of the above), describe and explain a political culture that transforms Americans from sitizens to citizens, and that creates institutions that make it easier to be good to the environment.

You can do this in one of two (or perhaps more) ways:
1) You can write an essay proposing the changes in American assumptions, values, institutions, politics and policy that would make such a transition possible and plausible.

OR

2) You can write a short story set in the future describing the ecological transition from the perspective of people living in a sustainable society.  To do this, you’ll want to look at 

Guy Dauncey, Earthfuture

Lester Brown, “Earth Day 2030”
In either case, I’m interested less in the details of your proposal or projection, and more in how you demonstrate your ability to explain and apply ideas that we’ve learned in this course.  Use the readings carefully and critically.  Use concepts from the glossary when they’re useful.  Think about the social construction of common sense, and how it changes over time.  Think about what activates institutions, and how they can overcome inertia.  Feel free to use other sources also, if they’re useful to you.
You may work in groups on this assignment (and I encourage you to do so).  Individual papers should be 10-15 pages.  Group papers might be a little longer.

