Questions to Ask Yourself About Your Activity

(Prepared by Cathy Manduca and drawn from the SERC Pedagogic Service project)

· Are the learning goals central and important?

· Does the material present important geoscience concepts or models?

· Is the activity likely to lead to the desired learning?

· Are the learning goals clearly stated?

· Is there good alignment between the stated learning goals and the likely learning outcomes of the activity?

· Will the assessment strategies allow the instructor to determine if the learning outcomes have been met? 

· Are the concepts presented accurately?

· Are there any factual or conceptual errors?

· Are the references appropriate ?

· Does the pedagogy promote learning? This question looks at whether the activity incorporates effective strategies based on learning theory and research. For example:

· Does the activity motivate and engage students? Is there a balance between teaching beautiful and useful statistics?

· Does it build on what they know and address their initial beliefs?

· Is it appropriate for the variety of students expected in the class? 

· Does it use multiple representations of quantitative and mathematical concepts and data?

· Is there an appropriate balance of guidance vs exploration?

· Does it include opportunities for reflection, discussion, and synthesis?

· Does it provide opportunities for students/faculty to assess learning and confirm that they are on the right track?

· Are there opportunities for students to iterate and improve their understanding incrementally? 

· Are the materials provided complete and helpful? This question addresses nuts and bolts issues about whether the materials provided to students, either written, oral, or otherwise, are successful in providing the context, motivations and goals of the activity, and that instructions and questions are clear.

Review Questions Related to Sharing the Activity with Other faculty

· Could you quickly make a decision about whether you would like to look further at this activity?

· Is their sufficient information about the prerequisite knowledge required by students?

· Are the supporting materials sufficient for you to use the activity effectively? What other supporting materials do you need? What other supporting materials would you like to see?

· Are the teaching tips appropriate and sufficient?

· Is there enough detail provided for you to implement an assessment of the activity?

