Ob-Scertainer( A Better Black Box

Ob-Scertainer( A Better Black Box is a set of black boxes that grabs student interest and teaches them about the nature of science. The name is a contraction of OBservation and aSCERTAIN. The Ob-scertainer is a product of Lab-Aids (http://www.lab-aids.com/) and is described and pictured at http://www.lab-aids.com/catalog.php?item=100  .

A set of them contains 24 black disc-shaped plastic boxes containing 12 different geometric patterns inside. Each box contains a small steel ball. Without opening the box, the student experiments with the box while feeling and listening to the movement of the steel ball inside with the purpose of making a hypothesis as to what the geometric shape is, making predictions to test the hypothesis, testing it, and modifying the hypothesis. They can check with other students having the same box (each is numbered and so a student can find another one with the same box) to see if others agree or disagree with their hypothesis.

In addition to being available from Lab-Aids for $79, they can also be purchased from companies such as Sargent-Welch (http://sargentwelch.com/ob-scertainer-kit/p/IG0040508/), Carolina (http://www.carolina.com/product/physical+science/chemistry/chemistry+kits/ob-scertainer-+a+better+black+box.do), and Science Kit (http://sciencekit.com/ob-scertainer-kit/p/IG0024875/), among others.

