ACTIVITY 1: MINERAL CLEAVAGE

One of the properties students have the most trouble with is the concept of mineral cleavage vs. fracture.
Experiment with a block of halite (rock salt) to understand mineral cleavage.  Using the rock hammer provided, have one person in your group attempt to break the block of halite into smaller pieces.  BE SURE TO WEAR EYE PROTECTION WITH THIS ACTIVITY!
What do you observe about how the mineral breaks?  In other words, does it seem to break into certain directions each time, or does it break along random directions fracture)?_______________________________

Do you think this mineral has cleavage or fracture? ___________________________________

If you think the mineral has cleavage, can you determine how many directions of cleavage this mineral has? ___________________  
