Intro to Geology

ISSC 120

Teaching Project – description

Objective

The best way to learn material is often to teach it to someone else! A teaching project will not only help you solidify your geological learning, but will also open someone else’s eyes to the wonders of the Earth. For this project, you must carefully consider the following.

· What geological topic you would like to teach, that would be suitable for children of your students’ age.

· The best way for children to really learn this topic: visual aids, exercises, games, lecture, etc.

· How to organize your time with children so that they learn well.

· Being prepared to answer all questions your students may ask.

· How to get feedback from your students to help you improve your teaching. (**This feedback is a required part of your final project report.)

Procedure

For this option, you may work with a team of up to four people total to develop and teach a geology lesson in a local school. You are responsible for finding a school and teacher to host your teaching session. The students may be in any grade from 3rd – 12th. Many schoolteachers would love to have you come to their classes! This project includes:

· Finding a class to teach. You may have a sibling or parent who’s a teacher, or a friend, or someone who teaches in a school near Seattle University.

· Working with the teacher to develop a topic and lesson plan appropriate to his or her students, and a specific date and time for you to teach.

· Developing your class plan, including some combination of lecture, activities, visual aids, etc.

· Teaching the students.

· Getting feedback from the students and the teacher.

· Writing a group report on the experience (guidelines in separate handout).

Most geology students who have done the teaching project have thoroughly enjoyed it!


One critical aspect of this project is timing; this project requires a commitment to advance planning. You must have your teaching date lined up early, so that you have plenty of time to both work with your teacher beforehand, and to write up your project analysis at the end (due May 31). With these constraints in mind, here is a suggested schedule:

Week 2 (April 7)

Group members confirmed

Week 3 (April 16)

Confirm a teacher and date

Week 4 (April 21-24)
Conversation with teacher about appropriate topic and approach

Week 6 (May 5)

Lesson plan developed

Week 7 (May 12-21) 
Teaching session (agreed upon with teacher)

Week 8-9 (May 26-31)
Group members work on draft writeup




Teacher writes review (1 pg is fine)

Week 10 (June 4)

Final writeup turned in

Required components of teaching project 
(due on same dates as similar components for field research project)

Project topic (10% of project grade) – due April 21
Project outline (15% of project grade) – due May 12 including: 
- 
school, teacher, and date of teaching session

-
initial outline of class session
-
initial materials list

*Summary of what your students already know about your topic (10% of final project grade)


-
due to me one week before your teaching session, preferably earlier


-
one to two paragraphs based on a conversation with your teacher about the students’ prior learning

Final project writeup (see separate document; 65% of final project grade)

Some hints about your students…

· The children probably know more than you think they do about geology!
· They’ll probably have lots of questions and be eager to talk – make sure you allow time for this, but also have backup material so you don’t have to worry about being caught short.
· They are very bright! Almost everyone who’s done a teaching project for my class comes back in awe of how smart their kids are (.
· Although children love getting candies as treats for doing well, I have some concerns about using sweet food as a reward for young children in a classroom setting. Treats are always appreciated; can you find some other way of doing them? (Try Archie McPhee – a fantastic place for cheap, fun goodies.) Please check with your teacher for ideas if you’d like.
Teaching Projects – Writeup Guidelines

Please include the following components in your writeup. They can be presented in whatever order or way you feel would best explain your experience and learning. Photos encouraged!

Approximate length: 1250-1500 words

I.
Session design

-
What your objectives were for the kids

-
How your design reflected your objectives

-
What your design was: schedule of activities, etc.

II.
Presentation

-
What you actually did

-
How the kids responded

-
Materials used (can include in appendix if these would fit better there)

III.
What you learned from the experience (should be written up individually by each person, but also feel free to add group discussion)

-
What you learned about geology

-
What you learned about teaching

-
How you thought the teaching went

-
What you’d do similarly or differently next time

IV.
Additional comments or reflections (on your own process, overall experience, recommendations for future teaching groups, or anything else that comes to mind)

Appendices

-
Materials used, if not included above

-
Evaluations from kids

-
Comments from teacher

-
Photos, if taken and if not included above

-
Bibliography

