EARTH SCIENCE LABORATORY (GEO 1408)
Spring 2009
Instructors:    


          Monday (A) 1220-220P       Aaron Shunk (Aaron_Shunk@baylor.edu) 

          Monday (B) 230-430P         Stephen Clark (Stephen_Clark@baylor.edu)

          Monday (C) 500-700P
       Stephen Clark (Stephen_Clark@baylor.edu)
                      Tuesday (D) 200-400P        Aaron Shunk (Aaron_Shunk@baylor.edu)

          Wednesday (E) 230-430P   Stephen Clark (Stephen_Clark@baylor.edu)

           Thursday (F) 200-400P      Sharon Browning (Sharon_Browning@baylor.edu) 
Lab Coordinator: Sharon Browning (Sharon_Browning@baylor.edu)

Office: BSB E 408

Office hours: TBA

Phone (254) 710-2159

TEXT:   Labs for each week will be posted on Blackboard as they become available, usually at least a week ahead of time.
GRADING: Grading will be will be determined by the following methods:

           Weekly labs:   

 

40%


Pre lab quizzes/homework:        
10%


Midterm:       

  

25%


Final:  
          

  

25%

Pre lab quizzes/homework are designed to make sure you read your lab before you come to class.  They will be posted on Blackboard most weeks along with the lab.   If you do not have a quiz, the TA’s will let you know in lab.  You need to complete the pre lab quiz at home as you read the next week’s lab, and turn in it to your TA at the beginning of the next lab.  There WILL BE NO EXTRA QUIZZES AVAILABLE IN LAB.  FAILURE TO BRING YOUR COMPLETED QUIZ WITH YOU WILL RESULT IN A 0.   NO QUIZZES WILL BE ACCEPTED after lab has started. 


Remember: your final lab grade counts as 25% of your lecture grade.  This can help or hinder you, so put your full effort into lab. Don’t wait until the end of the semester and ask for extra work, put in the effort throughout the semester.

THERE WILL BE NO EXTRA CREDIT GIVEN IN LAB!
ATTENDANCE: You are required to attend this lab.  By university rules, if you miss more than two labs (excused or unexcused) you fail the class.  

Make up Labs  
      a.    Permission for make up labs: You MUST have permission from the lab coordinator or the TA to make up any lab (excused absence).  Lab change forms are available outside the lab coordinator’s office (E 408) and must be signed by the lab coordinator to be valid.  In rare cases where the lab coordinator cannot be reached in a timely manner, contact your TA.

      b.   Scheduled Excused Absences: if your required participation in a University-sponsored activity causes you to be absent from lab, you MUST notify the lab coordinator to make arrangements prior to the absence to complete any missed labs or tests.  You must also bring written documentation from the faculty member sponsoring the event prior to the absence as documentation. NOTE: SORORITY OR FRATERNITY EVENTS, PRACTICES FOR NON CLASS-RELATED EVENTS (EX. THEATER, UNIVERSITY SING), ARE NOT REQUIRED PARTICIPATION AND WILL NOT BE COUNTED AS EXCUSED ABSENCES.
c.    Unscheduled Excused Absences: If you miss a lab experiment for an approved university reason (illness with a doctor’s note, death of immediate family member, etc) then you must email the lab coordinator as soon as possible to arrange a make up lab time AND PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION FOR THE REASON FOR AN ABSENCE.  Make up labs are arranged, if possible.  There can be scheduling conflicts or no available space in other lab sections that can make it impossible to schedule a make up lab.  

Unexcused absences: If a you miss a lab for a non-university approved excuse, NO MAKEUP LAB WILL BE GIVEN AND YOU WILL RECEIVE A 0 FOR THAT LAB, and all assignments associated with that lab (homework, quiz, etc).  Travel near holidays or near the ends of the semester, forgetting to come to lab, sleeping late, car break-downs, etc, are not excused absences, and will not be considered.

PREPARATION: Before coming to lab each week, you are expected to read the corresponding chapter in the lab book.  This will make the topic easier to understand, and you won’t waste your lab time trying to read it and complete the work in class.  The focus of the lab is for you to put in the effort to learn, and not simply for the TA to tell you either what you need to know, or to give you the answers to the labs/homework.
Also, be aware the lab and lecture material will not necessarily coincide.  The lab complements the lecture material, but will not always cover the exact same topics at the same time.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:
*** Print the APPROPRIATE lab exercise from Blackboard BEFORE CLASS!

Lab
Week of: 
Chapters


Topics

1
Jan 26th 
Exercise 1

Minerals and Igneous Rocks
2          Feb 2nd  
Exercise 2

 Sedimentary Rocks
3
Feb 9th   
Exercise 3 
 
Metamorphic Rocks 
4
Feb 16th  
Exercise 4

Maps
5
Feb 23rd 



 Lab Midterm
5
March 2nd  
Exercise 5

Relative/Radiometric Dating




 
--
March 9th       *****   No labs   Spring Break  ***************
7 
March 16th  
Exercise 6 

Meteorology 
8
March 23rd  
Exercise 7

Intro to Oceanography 
9
March 30th  
Exercise 8

Intro to Astronomy 
10 
April 6th 


TBA

11 
April 13th         ****       No labs Easter Break       *********

12
April 20th  
Lab final
