GP101: Research Preparation 
Spring Quarter 2009

Instructors: 
Simon Klemperer, sklemp@stanford.edu, Mitchell 353

Anne Egger, annegger@stanford.edu, GeoCorner 112

Meets: 
Mondays 4:15 – 5:05, Mitchell 350-372

This 1-unit seminar is geared towards undergraduate students who will be conducting research in the School of Earth Sciences over the summer. In designing this class, we had two main goals in mind:
· To prepare you to have a successful summer research experience

· To build an active community of researchers within the school

To achieve those two goals, you’ll see that the class consists of a few assignments that help you focus in on your project, learn more about your proposed work, your research group, and the culture of research here in the school, and that give you the opportunity to hear more about what your fellow researchers will be up to over the summer. 
All assignments will be turned in through CourseWork. 

Schedule

4/06
Introduction
What have you signed up for? Planning for your research and logistics

Social and intellectual life within the School of Earth Sciences

Speakers: Veteran researchers from last years SES VPUE program 
Assignment: #1 Self assessment (due 4/10) and #2 Appointment with mentor (due 4/17)
4/13
Communicating your research
Discussion of Assignment #1

Why communication is so important

Speaker: Terry Root, Woods Institute for the Environment

Assignment: Get to work on presentation, think about rewriting proposal
Presentations

For the following classes, you will be hearing more about your peers proposed work. You should prepare a 8-10 minute talk and plan on a few minutes for questions. Presenters, bring your talks on a USB memory stick and arrive a few minutes early to copy your files onto Simon’s Mac laptop.  Or e-mail them by lunchtime Monday to sklemp@stanford.edu, using the naming convention GP101.yourname.ppt
4/20
Presentations
Speakers: (four TBA)
Assignment: #3 Attend Research Review (due 4/24) and #4 Join a professional society
4/24
(Friday) School of Earth Sciences Research Review

4/27
Presentations
Speakers: (four TBA)
5/4
Presentations
Speakers: (four TBA)
5/11
Presentations
Speakers: (four TBA)
5/18
Presentations
Speakers: (four TBA)
Assignment: #5 Week-by-week research plan
5/25
Memorial Day, no meeting

6/1
Thinking about end products from the beginning – aiming for a successful research experience

Assignment: #6 Rewritten Proposals Due
