	Items to use for Observational  Drawing Exercises

	September
	October
	November
	December

	Leaf
	Spider
	Feather


	Small wrapped present.

	Pine cone
	Sunflower
	Antlers
	Wreath

	Apple
	Pumpkin
	Cornucopia
	Branch from a Coniferous tree

	Acorns
	Cob of corn
	Replica of a local animal such as a plastic deer or raccoon.  
	Fake plant with berries such as holly

	January
	February
	March
	April

	Enlarged Plastic snowflakes 
	Teeth from an animal such as deer.
	Stuffed beanie baby birds such as a robin, blue jay, etc. 
	Decorated plastic egg 

	A chuck of ice

	burlap
	Sticks with buds starting
	Bird nest

	Some snow to melt. (Great before and after activity)
	Animal fur
	Sandpaper
	Butterflies

	Plastic snowman
	Piece of wood
	Fruit (banana, pear, grapes, ect.
	caterpillars

	May
	June
	Other ideas:
	

	A frog and a toad

(compare and contrast)
	Flowers
	Worms
	Gold fish

	Rocks


	Shells
	Ants
	Interesting fabric squares

	Seeds
	Pond water
	Wood ticks! Seriously my students LOVE this one.  We use clear tape to stick the tick and then fold the tape over to trap them.  Then they can look and study the creepy crawlers!

	Bean plant
	Fishing lure (with the hook removed)
	


Below is a chart to get you thinking about a method to systematically create an observational table in your classroom with everyday objects you can find in nature or purchase at a craft store.  These objects can be used for drawing exercises to increase students’ observational skills.  If done once a week, the growth you see in their science notebooks will be amazing and well worth the first few weeks of frustration!    
This is my five day plan to incorporate a weekly observational drawing experience for my students. 

	Day 1

Introduce the item to the class.

Use the students’ language to chart a description of the item. 
	Day 1-4

Practice drawing on scrap paper as part of a center or learning station.

I use it as one of my work board jobs during guided reading time!
	Day 5

Have students use their science notebooks to draw the item of the week. 

Have a students share their drawings with a partner, in small groups in as a whole class.


