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Comparative politics is the field within political science that tries to explain why countries vary in their domestic political institutions, the political behavior of their citizens, their levels and rates of development, and their public policies.  In this course, we will focus on three main questions that have long been central to research in comparative politics:  How do democratic countries vary in their political institutions and why do these differences matter?  Why are some countries rich and others poor? And how does “globalization”—the increasing integration of economies and intermingling of cultures—affect politics and people’s well-being?  The goal is not just to acquaint you with these questions and the debates that surround them but also to help you begin to develop the tools to reach your own reasoned conclusions about them.

To do this, you will need some fundamental vocabulary and some basic social science research tools.  The “vocabulary” part includes an understanding of what social science is all about, what political scientists mean precisely by the terms they use (e.g., development, democracy, proportional representation, bureaucracy), and the kinds of institutions that major countries (and some minor ones) in all parts of the world now have or have had recently.  To help you identify patterns of cause and effect and to make generalizations about these patterns, you will also need some basic skills in data analysis:  hence the linkage of this course with PS 6R: Introduction to Statistics.  To make the linkage between the two courses work, the material taught in both courses will be integrated and section meetings for PS 50R and PS 6R will be held jointly.  Students will meet in section for two hours a week with the same TA.  Half the time will be devoted to material from PS 6R and half the time to material from PS 50R.

This course approaches Comparative Politics from the perspective of how political scientists actually conduct research in this field—indeed, making this possible is the principal rationale for combining Introduction to Comparative Politics with Introduction to Statistics.  Thus the course is not simply a journalistic commentary on current events or a survey of the politics and institutions of three or four foreign countries.  It is a course focused on identifying and trying to account for broad patterns in political behavior and outcomes in the countries of the world.  Identifying these patterns requires mastering and applying some basic statistical tools, and for this reason the assignments in the course, as well as the lectures and many of the readings, will force you to draw upon the basic statistical tools you will learn in PS 6R.  

Finally, this is an introductory course.  It is designed to teach you concepts, approaches and, more broadly, methods of reasoning and analysis that should be applicable to any upper division Political Science course (as well as any analytically-oriented job) that you take in the future.  You will not leave the course as an expert in the politics of a particular country or countries, or in the complexities of a particular political institution.  But you should leave with a set of analytical tools and theoretical understandings that you can use to further examine the political systems of any country anywhere.  

REQUIREMENTS:

The course requires two papers, an in-class midterm, and a comprehensive final examination.  It also requires attendance at, and active participation in, section discussions.  

Course grades will be calculated as follows: 

· first paper (joint with PS 6R)

15 percent 

· final paper (joint with PS 6R)

20 percent 

· mid-term exam



20 percent 

· final exam



35 percent 

· section participation


10 percent

Note that the final exam is scheduled on Wednesday, December 9, 2009, 8-11am.  All students must take the exam at this date/time.  If you know that you have a conflict with this date/time, then you should not enroll in the course.

There are two required texts for the course:  a textbook (Clark, Golder and Golder, Principles of Comparative Politics (CQ Press 2009)), which is available at the UCLA Bookstore, and a reader, which should be purchased from Course Reader Material at 1080 Broxton Ave.  Copies of the textbook and the reader will be placed on reserve at the College Library.

UCLA is committed to providing help to students with disabilities.  If you wish to request an accommodation due to a suspected or documented disability, please inform either Professor Posner or your TA and contact the Office for Students with Disabilities at A255 Murphy Hall, (310) 825-1501, (310) 206-6083(telephone device for the deaf). Website: www.osd.ucla.edu
LECTURE TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

Part I: Introduction to Comparative Politics

Mon, Sept 28:  No Class
Weds, Sept 30:  Introduction to the Course:  What Comparative Politics is All About 
Howard J. Wiarda, “What is Comparative Politics?” in Introduction to Comparative Politics (New York: Harcourt College Publishers, 2000), pp. 1-15.

Fareed Zakaria, “Asian Values,” Foreign Policy (November/December 2002), pp. 38-39.
Mon, Oct 5:  If Every Country is Unique, How Do We Compare?
Clark, Golder and Golder, ch. 2.
David Plotz, “Greens Peace,” New York Times Magazine, 4 June 2000.

Thomas Friedman, “Big Mac I,” New York Times, 8 December 1996.

Part II: Democratic Political Institutions

Weds, Oct 7:  Presidents vs. Prime Ministers
Clark, Golder and Golder, ch. 11 (only pp. 395-400) and ch 15 (only pp. 742-762).
“Prime Minister’s Question Time,” in John McCormick, Comparative Politics in Transition (New York: Harcourt Brace, 1998), p. 53.
Mon, Oct 12:  Electoral Systems
Clark, Golder and Golder, ch. 12 and ch. 15 (only pp. 713-738).
Weds, Oct 14:  Political Parties, Party Systems, and Social Cleavages
Clark, Golder and Golder, ch. 13.
Anthony Downs, An Economic Theory of Democracy (New York: Harper Collins, 1957), pp. 114-132.

Kenneth Shepsle and Mark Boncheck, “Not Wasting One’s Vote,” in Analyzing Politics (New York: WW Norton, 1997), pp. 158-160.
Mon, Oct 19:  Institutional Veto Points and Federalism
Clark, Golder and Golder, ch. 14 and ch. 15 (only pp. 738-742).

Weds, Oct 21:  Public Policies and Policy Implementation
Kenneth Shepsle and Mark Boncheck, “Principal-Agent Relationships,” in Analyzing Politics (New York: WW Norton, 1997), pp. 360-70.

“Learning How to be King,” New York Times Magazine, 6 February 2000.

Clark, Golder and Golder, ch 15 (pp. 700-713).

Mon, Oct 26:  Government Formation

Clark, Golder and Golder, ch. 11.
Weds, Oct 28:  In-class Midterm Exam

Part III:  Economic Development
Mon, Nov 2:  Why Some Countries are Rich and Others Poor: Preliminaries 
“The Road to Riches,” The Economist, 31 December 1999.

William Easterly, The Elusive Quest for Growth (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2001), ch. 1.

Debraj Ray, Development Economics (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998), pp. 47-56.

“McCurrencies,” The Economist, 26 April 2003.

Weds, Nov 4: Violence and Development
Robert Bates, Prosperity and Violence (New York: WW Norton, 2001), ch. 3.

“The Global Menace of Local Strife,” The Economist, 22 May 2003.

“The Price of Peace,” The Economist, 24 April 2004.
“Beyond the Bullets and Blades,” New York Times, 20 March 2005.
Mon, Nov 9:  Geography and Factor Endowments 
David Landes, The Wealth and Poverty of Nations: Why Some Are So Rich and Some So Poor (New York: WW Norton, 1999), ch. 1.

Jeffrey Sachs, “Nature, Nurture and Growth,” The Economist, 12 June 1997.

“The Road to Hell is Unpaved,” The Economist, 21 December 2002.

“Roads Lead to a New Way of Life for Rural Ethiopia,” New York Times, 8 November 2004.
Weds, Nov 11:  Democratic Institutions, Corruption, and Growth
Clark, Golder and Golder, ch. 9 (only pp. 311-331).
William Easterly, The Elusive Quest for Growth (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2001), ch. 12.

Mon, Nov 16:  Trade and Development 
Debraj Ray, Development Economics (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998), pp. 621-630.

Paul Krugman, “Ricardo’s Difficult Idea,” unpublished paper, March 1996.
Part IV:  Globalization

Weds, Nov 18:  What is Globalization?
Tina Rosenberg, “The Free Trade Fix,” New York Times Magazine, 18 August 2002.

Dani Rodrik, “Sense and Nonsense in the Globalization Debate,” Foreign Policy, Summer 1997. 

Mon, Nov 23:  Globalization, Development and Inequality 

Robert Wade, “Winners and Losers,” The Economist, 26 April 2001.
“More or Less Equal?” The Economist, 13 March 2004.

Martin Ravallion, “The Debate on Globalization, Poverty and Inequality: Why Measurement Matters,” World Bank Policy Research Working Paper 3038 (April 2003).
Weds, Nov 25:  No Class
Mon, Nov 30:  The Globalization Debate:  Trade, Aid, and Debt Forgiveness 
“Two Cheers for Sweatshops,” New York Times Magazine, 24 September 2000.

“Chinese Girls’ Toil Brings Pain, Not Riches,” New York Times, 2 October 2003.

Paul Krugman, “In Praise of Cheap Labor,” Slate, 20 March 1997.

William Easterly, The Elusive Quest for Growth (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2001), chs. 6 and 7

Weds, Dec 2:  How Does Globalization Affect Domestic Politics?
“The Long Reach of King Cotton,” New York Times, 5 August 2003.

“Editorial Observer: Who Said Anything About Rice? Free Trade is About Cars and PlayStations,” New York Times 10 August 2003.

“Napoleon’s Bittersweet Legacy,” New York Times, 11 August 2003.

“The Great Catfish War,” New York Times, 22 July 2003.

“Angry and Effective,” The Economist, 23 September 2000.

Kimberly A. Elliott, “Big Sugar and the Political Economy of US Agricultural Policy,” Center for Global Development Brief, April 2005.

Joseph Wright, “The $300 Billion Question: How Much Do the Governments of High-Income Countries Subsidize Agriculture?” Center for Economic and Policy Research, December 2003.
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