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Introduction:

This assignment explores issues related to social class and the life styles of people who occupy different social classes.  It also looks at articles that discuss the economic structure of the United States and social forces that are impacting on the wealth distribution in the United States.
Social Class

Before exploring the internet site for this assignment, describe your social class status.  Think in terms of power, prestige, privilege, and lifestyle. Make sure you define each term and be very specific in your description of your social class status.

Go to http://www.clusterbigip1.claritas.com/MyBestSegments/Default.jsp
a. Click on the circle “You are were you live”

b. Enter your current zip code.

c. Review each segment in your neighborhood.  Which segment matches your description of your social class status?  How close does it match your description?  Explain the similarities/differences.

d. Explore two more zip codes in the Cincinnati Metropolitan area. (Maybe the zip codes of other members of your group).  Below are some zip codes of particular areas in Cincinnati:

1. 45236 – Blue Ash

2. 41015 – Covington, KY

3. 45122 – Goshen

4. 45015 – Hamilton, OH

5. 45243 – Indian Hill

6. 47025 – Lawrenceburg, IN

7. 45069 – West Chester

e. If you were marketing company, what type of products would you market to the three zip code areas you selected?  Explain why you think these products would be of interests to these areas.

Wealth in the United States

1.  Go to the website for United for a Fair Economy at http://www.faireconomy.org
                 Click on about UFE

a. What are the three program areas UFE focuses on?

b. What is the vision of UFE?

Return to the UFE Home and read and summarize the following documents:

c. Shift Tax Cuts:  How they Move the Tax Burden off the Rich and onto Everyone Else (this is at the bottom of the web page).  Be sure to click Read the Report online HERE or download the report.

d. Doubly Divided:  The Racial Wealth Gap
SocioQuest

Assessment Rubric:

	Criteria
	3
	2
	1
	Points

	Organization
	The paper is easy to follow and read. This includes using appropriate transition sentences and formatting techniques that assists the reader (double-space, appropriate size font and so on).
	The paper is readable.  Additional formatting techniques could be used – highlighting key terms, paragraphing correctly.
	The paper was difficult to read.  Few formatting techniques used to help the reader.
	

	Thoroughness:  .
	All parts of the questions were answered. All important concepts have been defined and discussed. 
	At least 90% of the questions were answered.  Most concepts were defined and discussed.
	Less than 90% of the questions were answered.  Few concepts were defined and discussed.
	

	Understanding
	The answers demonstrate a deep understanding of the material.  This includes use of appropriate examples when necessary and 

an effort to interpret the information and restate it accurately
	The answers demonstrate a moderate level of understanding and uses some examples and there was effort to interpret the information but with some inaccuracy in understanding.
	The answers were superficial.  The questions were answered, but did not demonstrate understanding.  Few or no examples were used.  No attempt to interpret the information.
	

	Professional Quality Document:  .  
	No errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation
	A few errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation 
	Errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation were distracting
	


