Durkheim’s Study - Suicide

Emile Durkheim was the first sociologist to empirically test ideas.  That is, he objectively analyzed data.  Visit the website http://durkheim.itgo.com/suicide.html and read about his study of suicide.

1.  What was unique about Durkheim's study of suicide?

2.  What social forces did Durkheim identify as influencing suicide? Be sure to be very

thorough in your discussion.

3.  How does this study to the ideas of C. Wright Mills?

4.  What are the independent and dependent variables in Durkheim’s study.  (hint: there 

can be more than one independent variable!)

Sociological Research
Identify one personal problem people might be experiencing today -- credit card debt, divorce, unemployment, high medical expenses, being homeless, being a prostitute -- to analyze.

1.  Identify the "popular" reasons people experience the personal trouble you are

analyzing.

2.  Using your sociological imagination, identify the social forces that impact on 

individual lives to create these personal troubles.  (hint: think in terms of the

 theoretical perspectives)

3.  Explain how you would design a study, similar to Durkheim, to determine whether 

social forces were influencing the "personal troubles."  Be sure to identify the independent and dependent variable and explain how you would collect the data for these variables!  If you are having trouble designing the study, you might want to read the following article at: http://cuip.uchicago.edu/~ldernbach/msw/xsdurkhm.pdf
