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Problem Statement
Developing an Index of Study Effectiveness

Questionnaires given to people so they can rate themselves on some characteristic usually offer some kind of summary graph or score that provides a direct answer to questions such as “how good a friend are you” or “how smart are you”, etc.  For the questionnaire about study effectiveness, a summary score can be thought of as an index of study effectiveness.  

Please write a report to the students in the Education Course explaining how results from the questionnaire they developed can be used to produce the index of study effectiveness that can be used to judge how well students are studying. Please include any formulas, procedures, or rules on which your index of study effectiveness is based. As part of your report, use the information in the table below to explain and illustrate how your method works for these five students. What score for “study effectiveness” does your method assign to each? Use your index to put these students in rank order according to their study effectiveness. 

As you develop your index of study effectiveness, remember that the questions on the questionnaire were intended to provide information about the issues named in the column labeled Topic in the table.
A Sample of Five Student’s Responses to the Questionnaire

	
	Topic
	Al
	Barbara
	Carl
	Deborah
	Ed

	Question 1
	Difficulty of Assignments
	2
	2
	4
	4
	3

	Question 2
	Prior Knowledge
	4
	2
	1
	5
	4

	Question 3
	Scores on Quizzes
	4
	4
	4
	5
	2

	Question 4
	Achievements not on Tests
	1
	2
	4
	3
	2

	Question 5
	Time Spent Studying
	3
	1
	4
	5
	1

	Question 6
	Quality of Time Studying
	3
	2
	1
	3
	4

	Question 7
	Skipping Parts
	2
	3
	4
	3
	2

	Question 8
	Re Reading & Reorganizing
	2
	3
	1
	2
	2

	Question 9
	Skim for Big Picture
	4
	4
	1
	3
	4

	Question 10
	Underline, Outline Review
	1
	2
	3
	5
	2

	Question 11
	Reorganize & Reword
	3
	4
	4
	4
	2

	Question 12
	Finding Personal  Examples
	2
	3
	3
	4
	2

	Question 13
	Explain & Simplify
	2
	1
	2
	5
	3

	Question 14
	Identify Big Ideas 
	3
	0
	2
	5
	3


Students Study Effectiveness Survey 
1. Compared to other similar courses that you have taken, what is the difficulty level of the topics you are studying in this course?

	Much Lower
	Lower
	About the Same
	Higher
	Much Higher


2. Compared to other students in the class, did you already know a lot about the topics we are studying?
	A lot less
	A little less
	About the same
	A little more
	A lot more


3. Compared to other students in the class, how are you doing on quizzes over homework assignments/
	much worse
	a little worse
	About the same
	A little better
	A lot better


4. Do you think that your scores on quizzes and tests are accurate assessments of how well you have learned topics you’ve studied in this course.

	I’m not doing as well as the quizzes suggest
	I’m not doing a little less well than the quizzes suggest
	I’m doing about as well as the quiz scores suggest
	I’m doing a little better than the quiz scores suggest
	I’m doing a lot better than the quiz scores suggest


5. How much time do you usually spent studying to prepare for each class?
	Less than 30 minutes
	Less than an hour
	Between one hour and two
	More than 2 hours
	More than three hours


6. How much are you distracted when you are studying for each class? 
	Never
	Once or Twice
	Sometimes
	Regularly
	Very Often


7. Do you usually skip parts of assignments or things that are important to do? 

	Never
	Sometimes
	I do exactly what was assigned.
	I go beyond what was assigned.
	I go a lot beyond what was assigned.


8. Do you only ready things once, or do you read several times?  

	I never read things more than once
	I sometimes read things more than once
	About half of the read things more than once.
	I usually read things more than once
	I always read things more than once.


9. Before reading the course material, how often do you survey the chapter to develop a general idea of what the reading will be about? 

	Never
	Once or Twice
	Sometimes
	Regularly
	Very Often


10. While reading, how often do you take notes, highlight, mark in the margins, ask and answer questions about the material?
	Never
	Once or Twice
	Sometimes
	Regularly
	Very Often


11. When reading the course material, how often do you sacrifice comprehension for just getting through the pages assigned? 

	Never
	Once or Twice
	Sometimes
	Regularly
	Very Often


12. Do you reorganize what you have read - putting it into your own words, and using your own examples to emphasize the main points?
	Never
	Once or Twice
	Sometimes
	Regularly
	Very Often


13. How often do you discuss things with others – trying to simplify, summarize, reorganize, and things you are studying.

	Never
	Not often
	Usually some
	Usually quite a lot
	Always and often


14. After you read about some new topic, how often do you try to relate the main “big ideas” to those emphasized in other topics you have studied in the course? 

	Never
	Not often
	Usually some
	Usually quite a lot
	Always and often


Background: Measuring Student’s Effective Study Habits 


Students in an education course developed a questionnaire to help themselves and future students self-assess their own study habits for the course, The Survey of Study Effectiveness.  Their hope was that future students could take the questionnaire about halfway through the semester; and determine how effectively they are studying and perhaps make improvements to their study habits if needed. The survey that the students developed is presented on the next page. Familiarize yourself with the survey by reading through it, and then go on to the group task presented below.











