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SPAM messages on the increase 

Junk mail now accounts for nearly 70% of e-mails worldwide, according to filtering firm MessageLabs. 
	Despite efforts in the US to cut down on the sending of unsolicited messages, new laws seem to be having the opposite effect. SPAMmers are simply adapting rather than shutting up shop. "The law goes part way to legitimize SPAM rather than outlaw it," said Natasha Staley, information security analyst at MessageLabs.  April saw a sharp rise in the amount of SPAM heading for inboxes around the world, according to MessageLabs, and the overall trend is still up. 
SPAM Emails

SPAM is typically defined as Unsolicited Bulk Email (UBE). Email that is not SPAM is often called Ham. Most SPAM is commercial advertising, often for dubious products, get-rich-quick schemes, or quasi-legal services. SPAM senders target individual users
	
	sending them direct mail messages. E-mail addresses are collected from chat-rooms, websites, newsgroups, and viruses which harvest users' address books. These addresses  are often sold to other SPAMmers.
The problem with SPAM

SPAM is flooding the Internet with many copies of the same message, in an attempt to force the message on people who would not otherwise choose to receive it. SPAM really began to be a problem in 2002, and has been plaguing internet users ever since. The following graphs show the dramatic rise in SPAM, and typical SPAM topics. (Statistics vary from person to person, and from metric to metric, but these statistics from Brightmail, now Symantec, are fairly representative.) 
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	The need for better SPAM filters

A SPAM filter is software that uses various techniques to redirect unwanted email away from a user’s inbox. These filters can be based on a variety of criteria, including sender's email address or specific words found in the subject or message body.  

A good SPAM filter will  detect unsolicited and unwanted email and prevent those messages from getting to a user's inbox. Current SPAMmers are finding more and more ways to get through SPAM filters and into email inboxes.
	
	 


