Vocational Education for Non-College-Bound Youths

I. Introduction  

This section will provide a general overview of the report. It will also provide motivation for examining how vocational education or school-to-work programs may improve the labor market experiences of non-college bound youths, in particular women.  

II. The Economics of Vocational Training

Students will begin with an examination of the human capital model and apply the model to non-college bound youths. This section of the report will also provide a theoretical framework for the costs and benefits of vocational education. Who benefits? Does it pay for non-college bound students to enroll in vocational training courses in high school as opposed to enrolling only in academic courses? Why would we expect vocational training to have a greater payoff relative to general academic training for non-college bound youths? Who pays for the training? What are the costs?  

III. Is there a payoff to vocational education? 

This section of the report provides a summary of the empirical literature on the impact of vocational training or work-to-school programs on earnings and employment. Does research show that the benefits of vocational education or school-to-work programs outweigh the costs? To what extent do the findings differ by gender?


IV. Demand for non-traditional occupations.

Using data from the Department of Labor, this section will identify the non-traditional occupations where demand is strongest. Information on wages, working conditions, and other characteristics of these non-traditional occupations will also be reported.

V. Models of Vocational Education

This section of the report will begin by providing a general overview of government-funded vocational training programs in the United States. This section will also the WINTER program and its Rosie the Riveter Charter High School which are both aimed at providing vocational education to non-college bound students and women. 

VI. Conclusion 

This section will summarize the findings in the report and discuss areas for future research as well as any policy implications of the findings. 

