As an economic consultant, you have been asked by your local mayor and the City Council to provide your perspective on the impact of the new Wal-Mart SuperCenter slated to open in your town next year; this store will replace the current Wal-Mart (not a SuperCenter) on the east side of town.  The prevailing belief in town is that Wal-Mart destroys all small businesses in the area when it opens a new SuperCenter, and that this new venture spells the end of the shops on the town square.  There are some, however, who suggest that the addition of Wal-Mart to the local community will provide new jobs and additional economic growth.  

The mayor is overwhelmed by the existing literature on the effect of Wal-Mart in a local economy, and is seeking your guidance not only on what needs to be evaluated in reaching a decision about Wal-Mart, but also in deciding whether Wal-Mart should stay in town.  He has asked for a 2 – 3 page (maximum) bulleted memo in which you identify the major issues associated with Wal-Mart and its effect on your local economy – both good and bad – and draw your professional conclusion.

Given that this is to be written as a memo to the mayor, any references you wish to incorporate should be included as footnotes instead of on a Works Cite page.  To create a footnote in Word, in the pull-down menu, choose Insert, Reference, Footnote, Insert.  Then write out the citation as you normally would.  I have no particular limit to the number of sources you use, but the more you have, the stronger your argument.  

