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Mining the News as Readers and Writers
Writers improve by reading and being read.  This term, all of you will regularly read public writing—journalism—to increase your awareness of the choices writers make as they communicate with audiences.  We will be particularly interested in the ways that writers use data to support or illustrate their prose.  For each date listed below, you will bring with you a photocopy, clipping, or printer copy of an article, editorial, or opinion column from a US newspaper.  The type of clipping will vary, so pay attention to the details listed next to the dates. 
Choose your articles carefully.  For each date, find an article that is at least 500-750 words long and includes data.  Do your best to find articles that also have illustrations (charts, graphs, photos, maps, etc.).  This may mean working more with print than with online articles, since some online publications omit graphics.
For your selected article, write an analysis for the class that summarizes the article and comments on:

1. The article’s audience.  Who would care about the subject in the article?  How do you know?

2. The writer’s purpose.  Is the article intended to inform?  Persuade?  Provoke?  Soothe?  Amuse?  Something else?  More than one of the above?
3. The writer’s choice of vocabulary.  Is the article technical?  Formal?  Informal?  What language features point to a particular level of vocabulary?
4. Evidence.  If the article makes an argument or informs, what kind of examples are provided as evidence?  Stories?  Direct quotes?  Historical references?  Something else?

5. Data.  How are data used in the article?  Do you have any questions about the sources or interpretations of data?  Use the foundational ten questions (see other side) to help you think through the ways that writers are presenting data and how to interpret them.
6. Illustrations.  If the article is accompanied by one or more photos, graphs, diagrams, tables, cartoons, or some other graphic element, please name them and explain how they connect to the text.

Date due

 Topic (to emphasize the use of data)
Wed., 22 September
News 1:  higher education
Fri., 8 October  

News 2:  science or health
Wed., 20 October
News 3:  sports
Mon., 1 November
News 4:  an op-ed (opinion) column
