Stacy Beckwith – Ideas from Hebrew Language Course Evaluations

In communicative language teaching ‘input’ refers to new areas of grammar, syntax, and vocabulary that students absorb through classroom activities that model correct usage and how to blend fresh and familiar linguistic features. Subsequently, ‘output’ refers to students’ active production of more sophisticated language in speaking and writing, in tandem with enhanced listening and reading comprehension. 

Reflecting on course evaluation questions I have traditionally asked throughout the Hebrew sequence, I have found ‘input’ and ‘output’ useful notions to borrow. My predominant ‘input’ questions have focused on how my students have experienced one of my classes, or at the end of Hebrew 204, the language sequence as a whole. In their perception, what types of challenge, help, and enrichment came their way? What aspects of my course design and teaching aided or curtailed their learning? In other words, at the midpoint or end of courses they actively shaped as well, my students can respond as if they were one way consumers of teaching input when I ask them,
· How has the pace and structure/ organization of our course been for you (so far)?

· What types of class activities, ways of presenting material, and/or homework assignments have been effective in terms of your learning?

· What types of class activities, ways of presenting material, and/or homework assignments have not been similarly effective?

· Are there 2-3 things you would like to see more of/ less of/ same amount in the rest of the term/ in the next Hebrew level?

· How are my weekly syllabi, other handouts, and office visits working for you?

· Has my recorded feedback on your Hebrew writing helped you to strengthen it? Are there different way(s) I could be commenting on your work that would be more effective for you?

By contrast, the following questions start to move students towards evaluating their active and consistent output in a given class in terms of how they can tell that their language generating skills have improved:

· What areas in listening/ understanding, speaking, writing, and reading Hebrew do you feel you have strengthened in our course?

· What are three aspects of grammar or types of vocabulary that you are particularly struggling with, in writing, speaking, reading and/or listening comprehension?

· What are two goals you have set for yourself in (the next Hebrew level)?

Over the last few years I have increasingly come to see my midterm and final course evaluations in Hebrew as flexible diagnostic tools. I started to couple my questions on the effectiveness of my teaching input with related questions on how my students are learning and achieving their linguistic output, for example:

· How much time have you regularly spent on X type of homework assignment? Describe 1-2 steps in your process of completing the assignment.

· Have these steps been worthwhile (paid off) in terms of completing the assignment with a sense of full or growing mastery of the grammar/ vocabulary/ X involved?

· What are 1-2 steps in your usual process of revising your weekly Hebrew essays?
· Have these steps been productive? Could they be more so?
· Has my recorded feedback on your Hebrew writing helped you to strengthen it?

Towards enhancing target language classroom environment:
Finally, I have also come to use midterm evaluations as a way of involving students in improving or enhancing our classroom environment as our simulated Israeli, Hebrew speaking community. Here are a few variations on a basic invitation for their anonymous input. I tailor my wording to the interpersonal and collective dynamics in particular classes, being a little more direct or blunt when I feel this is needed.

· How well and how consistently do you feel we simulate an Israeli Hebrew speaking community in class?

· Do we have a Hebrew speaking environment in class that is helping your learning? What are 1-2 ways you have enriched/ actively contributed to it this term?

· Take this opportunity to say one thing, anonymously, to your classmates, about the quality of our Hebrew speaking environment in class.

· If you could say one thing anonymously to your classmates about the quality and consistency of our Hebrew speaking environment in class, what would that be?

· (And a similar follow up – what are 1-2 ways you have actively contributed to our Hebrew environment in class this term?)

