USING GRAPHICS AND WORDS TO TELL AN ENERGY STORY 

Your role:  You are a technical writer for a non-profit organization that advocates for a coherent national energy policy.  Periodically this organization creates one-page informational pieces aimed at the general public.  (Typically, the organization buys newspaper space for the pieces and also places them on their website.)  The purpose of these short, easy-to-read pieces is to increase public understanding of energy issues.  You have been asked to write one of these one-page pieces on some meaningful “story” related to energy production and consumption as shown in the Table 888, “Energy Supply and Disposition by Type of Fuel: 1960-2003” from the U.S. Census Bureau, Statistical Abstract of the United States: 2006.  (The URL for this table is:  http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/energy_utilities/energy.pdf

Task and audience:  Write a one-page informative piece, based on Table 888, that explains to the general public a meaningful “story” contained in the table.   Your one-page piece must include at least one graphic (bar, pie, or line graph) that you create to tell your story visually.

Format/Genre:  Format your piece as a two-column desk-top-published page that has the appearance of a typical advocacy piece published in newspapers (examples provided).  Use the “wrap” feature of your word-processing program to place your graphic effectively on the page.  Make sure that the title, legends, and labels on the graphic are easy to read. 

Purpose:  The purpose of this short skill-building assignment is to help you develop the following skills: 

(1) finding a meaningful story in a table 

(2) creating graphics that highlight that meaningful story 

(3) creating titles and labels for your graphics so that they can be easily read

(4) telling the story in words as well as graphics

(5) properly referencing the graphics in your text

.

Warming Up:  Three In-Class Exercises to Give you Practice at Creating Graphics

Using Table 888 as your data source:

1. Create a pie chart showing what percentage of total consumed energy in 2003 came from petroleum, natural gas, and the other sources identified in the table.  Give your pie chart an effective title and label it clearly.

2. Create a line graph showing the change in net energy imports from 1960-2003.  Title your graph and create effective labels.

3. What is an example of a story in the table that might be best told with a bar graph.   Make the graph.
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