Interim Assessment of the Affordable Care Act
Task: The PPACA is arguably the largest change to domestic economic policy in the United States in the last 50 years.  While the law won’t be fully implemented for several years to come, much has already been done: Medicaid coverage for childless adults (2010), adult dependent coverage to age 26 (2010), expanded Medicaid coverage (2014), creation of insurance exchanges (2013), and implementation of the individual mandate (2014).  Thus, it is reasonable for us to begin to ask: How well is the PPACA meeting its goals of increasing access, improving quality, and reducing costs.
In teams of three, please write a 10-page report analyzing the effectiveness of the PPACA.  This evaluation should incorporate empirical facts about how the American health care system has changed in recent years along with analysis that places those facts in the context of economic theory studied in this course.  The audience for this piece is American citizens who want to understand how well the law is or is not serving its intended purposes.
Learning Goals: To help focus your learning in the process of this assignment, here are several goals to consider:
· Working in teams
· Communicating in writing
· Demonstrating understanding of and facility with economic theory
· Supporting arguments with quantitative evidence presenting in text, table, and graphs
Assignment Details: The assignment is due at the beginning of class on the Monday of week 9.
Your report should have six sections: executive summary, report introduction, assessments of access, quality, and cost respectively, and conclusion.  Each team member should take primary authorship responsibility for two sections (one assessment section and one other section).  The primary author is responsible for writing a first draft, circulating the draft to teammates for feedback, and revising in response.
As the goals suggest, successful papers will be quantitative arguments.  Effective presentation of quantitative data will undoubtedly involve tables and figures.
Grading: When I grade these assignments I will be looking for the following things:
· Accurate, effective, and insightful presentation of the empirical facts
· Clear and effective explanation of relevant economic theories
· Quality of writing.
Individual grades will reflect
· A holistic assessment of the group’s full report
· An assessment of the sections of the report written by the individual
· Teammates’ assessment of the individual’s contribution to planning the report, input given on teammates’ drafts, and general helpfulness to the team.


Resources to Consult
1) Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2013 (A report by the census bureau which presents a useful, pre-ACA snapshot of coverage). www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2014/demo/p60-250.pdf
2) Kaiser Foundation article on measurement issues and alternatives.
http://kff.org/health-reform/issue-brief/measuring-changes-in-insurance-coverage-under-the-affordable-care-act/
3) Discussion of changes to the CPS questionnaire on health insurance.
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/16/us/politics/census-survey-revisions-mask-health-law-effects.html?_r=0
4) Gallup Poll regarding coverage.
http://www.gallup.com/poll/182348/uninsured-rate-dips-first-quarter.aspx
5) Fred site (which has data on a medical care price index…though you will also need to get overall price index to turn the nominal medical care price index into a real price index).
https://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/
Consider using the FRED Excel Add-In to make this work easier!
https://research.stlouisfed.org/fred-addin/
6) Kaiser survey of employer health benefits
http://kff.org/report-section/ehbs-2014-summary-of-findings/
7) Kaiser study of premium increases:
http://kff.org/health-reform/issue-brief/analysis-of-2016-premium-changes-and-insurer-participation-in-the-affordable-care-acts-health-insurance-marketplaces/
8) Plan descriptions based on customer information you create:
[bookmark: _GoBack]https://www.ehealthinsurance.com/
